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O V M R C  E X E C U T I V E
N E T S  A N D  G A T H E R I N G S  
P R E S I D E N T ' S  R A M B L I N G S
H O M E  B R E W  P I C S   
O V M R C  E V E N T S
F O X H U N T  &  P O T A  ( M A Y  2 3 )
M A Y  M T G  A G E N D A /  N O T I C E S
A P R I L  M I N U T E S
O V M R C  S E A L  &  L E T T E R S  P A T E N T
W H E R E  T H E  B A N D S  A R E
Q U I C K  T I P
O V M R C  N E T  A C T I V I T Y
L I N K S  &  E D I T O R ' S  N O T E

M A Y  2 0 2 6

M A Y  M E E T I N G :
 

W E D N E S D A Y  M A Y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 6  
 I B E W  L O C A L  5 8 6 ,  1 1 7 8  R A I N B O W  S T ,
G L O U C E S T E R ,  O T T A W A ,  O N ,  7 : 0 0  P M

I N  P E R S O N  A N D  7 : 1 5  P M  V I A  Z O O M

M E M B E R S  A N D  I N V I T E D  G U E S T S  W I L L
B E  S E N T  A N  E M A I L  I N V I T A T I O N

S E V E R A L  D A Y S  B E F O R E  M E E T I N G  D A T E
W I T H  L O G I N  A N D  P A S S W O R D .  

O T H E R S  N O T  O N  O U R  M A I L I N G  L I S T
P L E A S E  C O N T A C T

R O B ,  V E 3 J T
P R E S I D E N T @ O V M R C . C A  

https://ovmrc.ca/
https://ovmrc.ca/


N e t s  &  R a d i o
O p e r a t i o n s :  H u g o  K n e v e ,
V E 3 K T N ,
v e 3 k t n @ m y r a c . c a

N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r :  A l a n
H o t t e ,  V A 3 I A H ,
e d i t o r @ o v m r c . c a

W e b m a s t e r  &  S o c i a l
M e d i a :  A d a m  B i r d ,
V A 3 I R D ,  w e b @ o v m r c . c a
 
K e e p e r  o f  C l u b  C a l l
S i g n s :  N o r m  R a s h l e i g h ,
V E 3 L C  v e 3 l c @ m y r a c . c a   

S p e c i a l  E v e n t s :  
J o h n  M c G o w a n ,  V A 3 J Y K ,
j o h n . m c g o w a n 1 3 1 4 @ g m a i l
. c o m
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

O V M R C  G r o u p s . i o
O n g o i n g  d i s c u s s i o n
G r o u p  a t :  h t t p s : / /

o v m r c . g r o u p s . i o / g /
m a i n ;  A l l  r a d i o  a m a t e u r

m e m b e r s  a n d  n o n -
m e m b e r s  a r e  w e l c o m e
G r o u p s . i o  M o d e r a t o r :

M i c h a e l  B a b i n e a u ,
V E 3 W M B .

O t t a w a  V a l l e y  M o b i l e
R a d i o  C l u b  I n c . ,  

P O  B o x  4 1 1 4 5  O t t a w a ,  O N  
K 1 G  5 K 9
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D I R E C T O R S  

P r e s i d e n t :  
R o b  H a d d o w ,  V E 3 J T ,
p r e s i d e n t @ o v m r c . c a  

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t :  
R u s s  P a s t u c h ,  V E 3 F S N /
V E 3 Y O W
v i c e p r e s i d e n t @ o v m r c . c a  

T r e a s u r e r  &
M e m b e r s h i p  R e c o r d s :
N i c o l e  B o i v i n ,  V E 3 G I Q
v e 3 g i q @ m y r a c . c a  

C o r p o r a t e  S e c r e t a r y :
D o n a l d ,  V A 3 Z Z I ,
s e c r e t a r y @ o v m r c . c a

D i r e c t o r - a t - L a r g e :
P a t r i c k  B r e w e r ,  V E 3 K J Q
p a t b r e w e r @ s y m p a t i c o . c a  

S T A N D I N G
C O M M I T T E E S  

C l u b  P r o j e c t s  &  B u l k
O r d e r s :  H a r r i e  J o n e s ,
V E 3 H Y S , h a r r i e j 5 9 @ g m a i l .
c o m  

R a d i o  C o u r s e  &
A c c r e d i t e d  E x a m i n e r :
N o r m  R a s h l e i g h ,  V E 3 L C
v e 3 l c @ m y r a c . c a  

M e e t i n g  R e c e p t i o n :
J o h n  M c G o w a n ,  V A 3 J Y K
j o h n . m c g o w a n 1 3 1 4 @
g m a i l . c o m  

O V M R C  L i f e  M e m b e r s  
R a l p h  C a m e r o n ,  V E 3 B B M  
B i l l  H a l l ,  V A 3 W M H
E r n i e  J u r y ,  V E 3 E J J
D o r e e n  M o r g a n ,  V E 3 C G O
B r y a n  R a w l i n g s ,  V E 3 Q N
M a u r i c e - A n d r é  V i g n e a u l t ,
V E 3 V I G   

O V M R C  R e p e a t e r s

V E 3 R A M  L i m i t e d
c o v e r a g e  t o  O r l e a n s
a n d  E a s t  O t t a w a
4 4 3 . 7 0 0  M H z  ( + )  D M R
C C 1  &  D - S t a r  N e t w o r k
c o n n e c t e d  t o
B r a n d m e i s t e r

V E 3 T W O  L i m i t e d
c o v e r a g e  t o  E a s t  a n d
S o u t h  O t t a w a  1 4 7 . 3 0 0
M H z .  + ,  P L  1 0 0 . 0  H z .
A n a l o g u e  F M  a n d
C 4 F M

 
S p e c i a l  E v e n t  &  F i e l d
D a y  C a l l  S i g n  V E 3 J W  

O V M R C  E X E C U T I V E  A N D  O F F I C E R S  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6

https://ovmrc.groups.io/g/main
https://ovmrc.groups.io/g/main
https://ovmrc.groups.io/g/main
mailto:vicepresident@ovmrc.ca
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M O N D A Y
F o r m e r  Q C W A  C h a p t e r  7 0  V H F  N e t :  V E 3 O C E  1 4 6 . 8 8 0  M H z  ( - )  1 3 6 . 5  H z
t o n e ,  7 : 3 0  P M  c o n d u c t e d  b y  B r y a n ,  V E 3 Q N .  
C a p i t a l  C i t y  F M  N e t :  V E 2 C R A  1 4 6 . 9 4 0  M H z  - ,  ( 1 0 0  H z  t o n e ) ,  8 : 0 0  P M .

T U E S D A Y
P h o e n i x  N e t :  V E 3 O C E  1 4 6 . 8 8 0  M H z  ( - )  1 3 6 . 5  H z  t o n e ,  7 : 3 0  P M ,  P e t e ,
V E 3 X E M .  
K e m p t v i l l e  A m a t e u r  R a d i o  G r o u p  ( K A R G )  N e t :  V E 3 N G R  1 4 5 . 2 5 0  M H z  ( - )
C T C S S  t o n e  1 1 0 . 9  H z .  7 : 3 0  P M .  
N e w  H a m s  O t t a w a  N e t :  V E 2 C R A  1 4 6 . 9 4 0  M H z  - ,  ( 1 0 0  H z  t o n e ) ,  8 : 0 0  P M .  
A l m o n t e  A R C ' s  D - S t a r  X L X 1 9 7 b  N e t :  A t  8 : 4 0  p m ,  D a l e  V E 3 X Z T .
U p p e r  F r e q u e n c y  N e t :  A n  i n f o r m a l  r o u n d - t a b l e  o n  1 4 4 . 2 5 0  M H z  u s i n g  U S B ,
9 : 0 0 P M

T H U R S D A Y  
O V M R C  2 - M e t r e  N e t :  A t  8 : 0 0  P M ,  C l u b  N e t  o n  F M  w i l l  b e  h e l d  t h r o u g h
V E 3 O C E  1 4 6 . 8 8 0  M H z  ( - ) 1 3 6 . 5  H z  t o n e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  H u g o ,  V E 3 K T N .

F R I D A Y
F r i d a y  n i g h t  C 4 F M  N e t :  7 : 3 0  P M ,  V E 3 T W O ,  1 4 7 . 3 0 0 ( + ) .
P A C N E T :  7 : 3 0 P M  o n  V E 3 O C E  P a c k e t  1 4 5 . 0 3 0  w i t h  A n t e  V A 2 B B W .    

S U N D A Y
S u n d a y  M o r n i n g  S o c i a l :  1 0 : 0 0 A M ,  X L X 1 9 7 ,  w i t h  R i c k ,  V E 3 R V V
P o t  H o l e  S S B  N e t :  1 0 : 0 0 A M ,  3 7 6 0  k H z ,  w i t h  E r n i e ,  V E 3 E J J ,  H u g o  V E 3 K T N
a n d  D e n i s  V E 3 B F .
P o t  L i d  S l o w  S p e e d  C W  N e t :  A t  7 : 3 0  P M ,  5 0 . 0 9 0  M H z . ,  h o r i z o n t a l
p o l a r i z a t i o n .

L O C A L  N E T S  ( A L L  W E L C O M E )

I N F O R M A L  A M A T E U R  R A D I O  R E S T A U R A N T  G A T H E R I N G S
F o r m e r  Q C W A
C h a p t e r  7 0  B r e a k f a s t
g a t h e r i n g  e v e r y
T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g  a t
7 : 3 0  t o  1 0 : 0 0  A M ,
S u m m e r h a y s  G r i l l ,
1 9 7 2  B a s e l i n e  R d . ,
N e p e a n  

O r l e a n s  C o f f e e
g a t h e r i n g  e v e r y
F r i d a y  m o r n i n g  a t
9 : 0 0  A M ,  M c D o n a l d ' s
1 8 9 0  I n n e s  R d . ,
O t t a w a ,  K 1 B  3 K 5

O t t a w a  V a l l e y  Q R P  S o c i e t y
m e e t i n g s  a l t e r n a t e  e a c h
m o n t h  b e t w e e n  l u n c h  a n d
d i n n e r  a t  t h e  N e w p o r t
R e s t a u r a n t .
S e e
O t t a w a V a l l e y Q R P @ g r o u p s . i o
f o r  d e t a i l s .

P h o e n i x  N e t
B r e a k f a s t ,  2 n d
S a t u r d a y  o f  e a c h
m o n t h  a t  t h e
B a r l e y  M o w
r e s t a u r a n t  i n
O r l é a n s ,  h o s t e d  b y
P e t e  V E 3 X E M

R u b b e r  B o o t  N e t :  V E 3 O C E  1 4 6 . 8 8 0  M H z  ( ‑ ) 1 3 6 . 5  H z  t o n e  w e e k d a y  m o r n i n g s
a t  7 : 3 0  A M  c o n d u c t e d  b y  R o g e r ,  V E 3 N P O
C h a m p l a i n  S T P  N e t :  V E 3 S T P  1 4 7 . 0 6 0  M H z  + ,  ( 1 1 4 . 8  H z  t o n e ) ,  h e l d  M o n d a y
t h r o u g h  S a t u r d a y  a t  7 : 0 0  P M .
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President's Ramblings - Rob VE3JT
T h e  h o m e b r e w  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  t e s t i n g  n i g h t  a t  t h e  A p r i l  m o n t h l y
m e e t i n g  b r o u g h t  o u t  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i d e a s  a n d  p r o j e c t s  f r o m  o u r
m e m b e r s ,  s e e  p h o t o s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  R a m b l i n g s .   I t ' s
g r e a t  t o  s e e  t h e  t h o u g h t  a n d  w o r k  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  p u t  i n t o  s o l v i n g
s o m e  o p e r a t i n g  i s s u e s .   T h a n k s  t o  a l l  t h a t  b r o u g h t  i n  a n d  p r e s e n t e d
t h e i r  p r o j e c t s .   W e  a l s o  c o n d u c t e d  s o m e  v a l u a b l e  e q u i p m e n t  t e s t i n g
t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h a t  w e  a r e  g e t t i n g  t h e
b e s t  p e r f o r m a n c e  f r o m  o u r  g e a r .   T h e  e v e n i n g  w a s  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t
w e  a r e  a l l  c i t i z e n  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  t e s t i n g  o u r  e q u i p m e n t ,  b e  i t  b y
m a k i n g  Q S O s  o r  m a k i n g  m e a s u r e m e n t s  o n  t h e  w o r k  b e n c h ,  i s  p a r t
o f  w h a t  w e  d o .   E v e r y  Q S O  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
r a d i o  p a t h s ,  p r o p a g a t i o n ,  t r a n s m i t  p o w e r ,  a n t e n n a  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d
r e c e i v e r  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  t o  m e n t i o n  j u s t  a  f e w .   A s  w e  m o v e  i n t o  t h e
s u m m e r  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  o p e r a t i n g  p o r t a b l e
a n d  t h e  m a n y  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  e v e n t s  t h a t  w e  s u p p o r t ,  t h a t
k n o w l e d g e  b e c o m e s  m o r e  v a l u a b l e  i n  g u i d i n g  u s  o n  f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s
t h e  a n t e n n a  h e i g h t  a n d  t r a n s m i t  p o w e r  r e q u i r e d  t o  h a v e  s o l i d
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  N e t  C o n t r o l  s t a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n t .
P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  e v e n t s  a r e  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  e x p a n d  o u r  o p e r a t i n g
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  b u i l d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  p l u s  y o u  g e t  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f
s u p p o r t i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .   I  e n c o u r a g e  a l l  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  t o
s u p p o r t  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  e v e n t s  a n d  t h e s e  a r e  r e g u l a r l y  p u b l i c i s e d  i n
t h e  R a m b l e r  a n d  a t  o u r  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s .

S p e a k i n g  o f  o u t d o o r  a n d  p o r t a b l e  o p e r a t i n g ,  t h e  a n n u a l  F i e l d  D a y
w e e k e n d  w i l l  b e  c o m i n g  u p  o n  F r i d a y  2 6 t h  t o  S u n d a y  2 8 t h  J u n e
( h t t p s : / / w w w . a r r l . o r g / f i e l d - d a y ) .   T h i s  i s  t h e  p r e m i e r e  e v e n t  i n
t h e  C l u b  c a l e n d a r  a n d  w e  w a n t  t o  s e e  a s  m a n y  C l u b  m e m b e r s  c o m e
o u t  a s  p o s s i b l e .   Y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  a s  l i t t l e  o r  a s
m u c h  a s  y o u  c a n ,  s o  m a k e  t h e  t r i p  f o r  a n  h o u r  t o  s e e  h o w  w e  s e t  u p
a  p o r t a b l e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  c o m e  o u t  f o r  a l l  w e e k e n d  a n d  c a m p
o v e r n i g h t ;  b r i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  o r  e s c a p e  h o u s e h o l d  d u t i e s  f o r  a  w h i l e !
T h e  C l u b  w i l l  s e t  u p  a t  t h e  C u m b e r l a n d  H e r i t a g e  V i l l a g e  M u s e u m  i n
t h e  o v e r f l o w  p a r k i n g  f i e l d ,  j u s t  o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  m u s e u m
g r o u n d s .   T h e r e  i s  a  s e p a r a t e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  p a r k i n g  f i e l d ,  r i g h t
o f f  O l d  M o n t r e a l  R o a d  i n  C u m b e r l a n d .   T h i s  y e a r  w e  p l a n  t o  o p e r a t e
t w o  p r i n c i p a l  1 0 0  W a t t  H F  s t a t i o n s  a n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  1 0 0  W a t t  H F
“ G e t  o n  t h e  A i r ”  o r  G O T A  s t a t i o n  t h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e  o p e r a t e d  b y
r e c e n t l y  q u a l i f i e d  h a m s ,  o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  i n a c t i v e ,  f o r
e x a m p l e  t h e y  h a v e  t a k e n  a n  e x t e n d e d  b r e a k  f r o m  o p e r a t i n g .   

https://www.arrl.org/field-day
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T h o s e  w i t h o u t  a  l i c e n c e  a r e  a l s o  a b l e  t o  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  s u p e r v i s i o n
o f  a  q u a l i f i e d  h a m .   T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  V H F  s t a t i o n  c o v e r i n g  t h e
6 m  a n d  2 m / 7 0 c m  b a n d s  a n d  w e  a i m  t o  m a k e  a  s a t e l l i t e  c o n t a c t  t o o ,
a s  w e l l  a s  s e n d i n g  s o m e  e m a i l s  o v e r  h a m  r a d i o  w i t h  W i n l i n k .   W e
n e e d  o p e r a t o r s  t h a t  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  a  s h i f t  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n s
d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  p e r i o d  o f  2  p m  S a t u r d a y  t o  2  p m  S u n d a y ,  a s
w e l l  a s  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  s e t u p  a n d  t e a r  d o w n  o f  t h e
a n t e n n a s  a n d  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  s t a t i o n s  o n  t h e  F r i d a y  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,
S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g  a n d  S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n .   L i s t e n  o u t  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l
i n f o r m a t i o n  d u r i n g  C l u b  m e e t i n g s  a n d  a t  a  s p e c i a l  F i e l d  D a y  Z o o m
b r i e f i n g  f o r  a l l  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  o n  W e d n e s d a y  2 7 t h  M a y  a t  7  p m .
Z o o m  i n v i t e  t o  f o l l o w  b y  e m a i l  t o  a l l  C l u b  m e m b e r s .   N o n  C l u b
m e m b e r s  a r e  a l w a y s  w e l c o m e  t o  j o i n  i n ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l
p r e s i d e n t @ o v m r c . c a  f o r  t h e  Z o o m  i n v i t e .
 

P h o t o  –  A r m i n  ( V A 3 Y B )  o p e r a t i n g
p e d e s t r i a n  m o b i l e  a t  t h e  O V M R C  P O T A  a t

C h a p m a n  M i l l s  C A - 1 3 8 5  i n  A p r i l  2 0 2 5 .

I t  w a s  r e c e n t l y  b r o u g h t  t o  m y  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t
t h e  C l u b  h a s  l o s t  a n o t h e r  g o o d  o p e r a t o r ,
A r m i n  H a c h m e r  ( V A 3 Y B )  S K ,  w h o  p a s s e d
a w a y  o n  t h e  8 t h  A p r i l .  R I P  A r m i n .  H i s
o b i t u a r y  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t :  h t t p s : / /
b l a i r a n d s o n . c o m / t r i b u t e / d e t a i l s / 7 1 7 9 /
A r m i n - H a c h m e r / o b i t u a r y . h t m l # c o n t e n t -
s t a r t  A r m i n  w a s  a  k e e n  P O T A  a c t i v a t o r  a n d
a t t e n d e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  C l u b  P O T A  e v e n t s ,
o f t e n  u s i n g  h i s  E l e c r a f t  K H 1  H F  H T  i n
w a l k a b o u t  m o d e !

https://blairandson.com/tribute/details/7179/Armin-Hachmer/obituary.html#content-start
https://blairandson.com/tribute/details/7179/Armin-Hachmer/obituary.html#content-start
https://blairandson.com/tribute/details/7179/Armin-Hachmer/obituary.html#content-start
https://blairandson.com/tribute/details/7179/Armin-Hachmer/obituary.html#content-start
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T h e  M a y  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g  w i l l  f e a t u r e  R A C ' s  R e g u l a t o r y  A f f a i r s
O f f i c e r ,  D a v e  G o o d w i n  ( V E 3 K G ) ,  w h o  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t i n g  o n
o p e r a t i n g  o v e r s e a s ,  s o  i f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  o n  r e c i p r o c a l  l i c e n s i n g
o r  t a k i n g  y o u r  h a m  r a d i o  g e a r  o n  v a c a t i o n  o u t s i d e  o f  C a n a d a ,  t h i s  i s
t h e  t i m e  t o  a s k .

O n  S a t u r d a y  2 3 r d  M a y  t h e  C l u b  w i l l  h o l d  a  P O T A  a c t i v a t i o n  w i t h  a
t w i s t !   T h e  t w i s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  p a r k  w h e r e  w e  w i l l  o p e r a t e  f r o m  w i l l
n o t  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a d v a n c e !   I n s t e a d  a  b e a c o n  o p e r a t i n g  o n  t h e  o n
2 m  b a n d  w i l l  g u i d e  y o u  t o  t h e  p a r k ,  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a n  i n  v e h i c l e
f o x h u n t .   S e e  f u l l  d e t a i l s  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  t h e  R a m b l e r  a n d  o n
l i n e  a t  o u r  g r o u p s . i o  s i t e .   T h e  C l u b  S c h e d u l e  o f  A c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e
c o m i n g  m o n t h s  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  u p d a t e d  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  i s s u e .

A l s o  i n  t h i s  m o n t h ' s  i s s u e ,  y o u  w i l l  s e e  a n  a p p e a l  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  C l u b
s e a l  a n d  L e t t e r s  P a t e n t  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  m i s p l a c e d  s o m e w h e r e  o v e r
t h e  y e a r s .   P l e a s e  l e t  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  k n o w  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  i d e a  o f
t h e i r  c u r r e n t  l o c a t i o n .

A n d  f i n a l l y ,  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  o u r  E x e c u t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  u p  f o r
r e n e w a l  a t  t h e  A G M  i n  J u n e .   A l t h o u g h  t h e  c u r r e n t  E x e c u t i v e
m e m b e r s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  p o s i t i o n  f o r
a n o t h e r  y e a r ,  w e  a r e  a l w a y s  l o o k i n g  t o  i n t r o d u c e  n e w  m e m b e r s  t o
s e e  h o w  t h e  C l u b  r u n s .   I  w i l l  b e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  r e p l a c e m e n t  a s
P r e s i d e n t  t h i s  t i m e  n e x t  y e a r  a n d  a l l  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  d o  t h e i r
p a r t  t o  h a v e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  C l u b .

I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u  a l l  a t  t h e  M a y  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g .

7 3

R o b
V E 3 J T
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O V M R C  S C H E D U L E  O F  A C T I V I T I E S  2 0 2 6
( V E S I O N  3 )
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F O X H U N T  A N D  P O T A  A C T I V A T I O N  –
S A T U R D A Y  2 3 R D  M A Y  2 0 2 6

O n  S a t u r d a y  2 3 r d  M a y  t h e  C l u b  w i l l  h o l d  a  P O T A  a c t i v a t i o n  w i t h  a
t w i s t !   T h e  t w i s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  p a r k  w h e r e  w e  w i l l  o p e r a t e  f r o m  w i l l  n o t
b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a d v a n c e !   I n s t e a d  a  b e a c o n  o p e r a t i n g  o n  t h e  o n  2 m
b a n d  w i l l  g u i d e  y o u  t o  t h e  p a r k ,  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a n  i n  v e h i c l e
f o x h u n t .   O n c e  a t  t h e  p a r k  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  o p t i o n a l  s h o r t  o n - f o o t
f o x h u n t  o n  2 m  s o  b r i n g  y o u r  2 m  b a n d  f o x h u n t i n g  g e a r  l i k e  a n  H T ,
t a p e - m e a s u r e  Y a g i  a n d  o f f s e t  a t t e n u a t o r .   T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  d e m o
o f  8 0 m  b a n d  A R D F / r a d i o - o r i e n t e e r i n g  e q u i p m e n t .

D o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o  b r i n g  y o u r  P O T A  g e a r  t o o !

H e r e  a r e  t h e  d e t a i l s .

O r g a n i s e r / C o n t r o l  S t a t i o n :   R o b  ( V E 3 J T ) ,  e m a i l :
p r e s i d e n t @ o v m r c . c a .   F o x e s :   R o g e r  ( V A 3 E G Y ) .

D a t e :   S a t u r d a y  2 3 r d  M a y  2 0 2 6 .

T i m i n g s :   F o x h u n t  f r o m  9  a m .   P O T A  f r o m  1 0  a m .   B e a c o n s  w i l l
b e  o f f  a t  a p p r o x  1 2  p m  m i d d a y .

B e a c o n s :  H i - p o w e r  f o x  o n  1 4 7 . 4 3 5  M H z  F M  w i t h  v e r t i c a l
p o l a r i s a t i o n  c y c l i n g  a p p r o x  1 5  s e c o n d s  o f  t r a n s m i t t i n g  t u n e f u l
t o n e s  i n c l u d i n g  M o r s e  i d e n t i f i e r  a n d  1 5  s e c o n d s  o f f .  
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L o w  p o w e r  f o x  o n  1 4 7 . 5 7 0  M H z  F M  w i t h  v e r t i c a l
p o l a r i s a t i o n ,  s h o u l d  b e  h e a r d  f r o m  a p p r o x  1  k m  a w a y ,
c y c l i n g  a p p r o x  1 5  s e c o n d s  o f  t r a n s m i t t i n g  t u n e f u l  t o n e s
i n c l u d i n g  M o r s e  i d e n t i f i e r  a n d  1 5  s e c o n d s  o f f .

B o u n d a r i e s :  T h e  h i - p o w e r  f o x  s h o u l d  b e  h e a r d  o v e r  a n
a r e a  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  O t t a w a  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e
b o u n d a r i e s  ( s e e  m a p ) :

N o r t h :  
B o u l e v a r d  L u c e r n e ,  G a t i n e a u / R u e  L a u r i e r ,  G a t i n e a u

W e s t :  
G r e e n b a n k  R o a d / N o r t h  a c r o s s  L a c  D e s c h e n e s / C h e m i n
V a n i e r ,  A y l m e r /

S o u t h :  
S t r a n d h e r d  D r i v e / E a r l  A r m s t r o n g  R o a d / R i d e a u  R o a d /
T h u n d e r  R o a d

E a s t :  
H i g h w a y  4 1 7 / A v i a t i o n  P a r k w a y  t o  O t t a w a  R i v e r .

R e p e a t e r :  V E 3 O C E ,  1 4 6 . 8 8 0 / 2 8 0  M H z ,  P L  t o n e  1 3 6 . 5  k H z .

O n - f o o t  f o x h u n t  f r e q u e n c i e s :  P r o g r a m m e  y o u r  H T  t o
r e c e i v e  t h e  l o w  p o w e r  f o x e s  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f r e q u e n c i e s :

D e m o  u n i t :  1 4 7 . 5 7 0  M H z
F o x  1 :  1 4 6 . 5 6 5  M H z
F o x  2 :  1 4 7 . 5 8 5  M h z
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N o n - f o x  h u n t e r s :  T h o s e  n o t  w i s h i n g  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e
f o x  h u n t  m a y  e m a i l  R o b  o n  p r e s i d e n t @ o v m r c . c a  t o  o b t a i n
t h e  p a r k  l o c a t i o n ,  o n  s t r i c t  o r d e r s  n o t  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  p a r k
l o c a t i o n  t o  o t h e r s !  P a r k  l o c a t i o n  e m a i l s  w i l l  b e  s e n t  o n e
o r  t w o  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e v e n t .

mailto:president@ovmrc.ca
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O V M R C  M A Y  M E E T I N G :
T i m e  a n d  D a t e :  
W e d n e s d a y  2 0 t h  M a y  2 0 2 6 ,  d o o r s  o p e n  a t  6 : 4 5  P M  E a s t e r n
T i m e .   T h e  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  7 : 1 5  P M  b y
R o b  ( V E 3 J T ) .  

P a r k i n g :  A m p l e  f r e e  p a r k i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  s i t e .

Z o o m  d e t a i l s  t o  f o l l o w  b y  e m a i l  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  t i m e .   N o n
m e m b e r s  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  a t t e n d  o r  j o i n  b y  Z o o m .   P l e a s e
c o n t a c t  p r e s i d e n t @ o v m r c . c a  f o r  t h e  Z o o m  d e t a i l s .

 A G E N D A :  
1 . G r e e t i n g s  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  o f  g u e s t s ,  n e w  h a m s  a n d

n e w  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C l u b .
2 . P r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  “ I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O p e r a t i n g ”  b y  D a v e

G o o d w i n  ( V E 3 K G ) ,  R A C ' s  R e g u l a t o r y  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e r .  
3 . A p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  A p r i l  m e e t i n g  m i n u t e s  a s  p u b l i s h e d

i n  t h e  M a y  R a m b l e r .
4 . N e w s  a n d  H a p p e n i n g s  &  C l u b  C o m i n g  E v e n t s

S c h e d u l e .
5 . A n y  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  a s  m a y  a r i s e .
6 . M e e t i n g  a d j o u r n m e n t .



V O L  6 8  I S S U E  9  M A Y  2 0 2 6                                         P A G E   1 6

N o t i c e s :
 
 1 .  F i e l d  D a y  b r i e f i n g :   A  s p e c i a l  F i e l d  D a y  b r i e f i n g  w i l l
t a k e  p l a c e  o n  Z o o m  o n  W e d n e s d a y  2 7 t h  M a y  a t  7  p m .   T h i s
b r i e f  i s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  n e w  h a m s  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  y e t  t a k e n
p a r t  i n  F i e l d  D a y  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  p l a n  t o  t a k e  a n  a c t i v e
r o l e  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  a l l  a r e  i n v i t e d .   T i m e  w i l l  b e  a l l o t t e d
f o r  g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s .   Z o o m  d e t a i l s  w i l l  b e  s e n t  b y  e m a i l
t o  a l l  C l u b  m e m b e r s  s h o r t l y .

 2 .  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  a n d  E x e c u t i v e  p o s i t i o n s :  T h e
M e m b e r s h i p  i s  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  A G M  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  o n
W e d n e s d a y  1 7 t h  J u n e  2 0 2 6  a n d  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e
a p p o i n t m e n t  o r  ( r e - a p p o i n t m e n t )  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e
M e m b e r s .   A n y  C l u b  m e m b e r  w i s h i n g  t o  s t a n d  f o r
a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  t h e
S e c r e t a r y ,  D o n a l d  ( V A 3 Z Z I ) ,  a t  s e c r e t a r y @ o v m r c . c a  o r  i n
p e r s o n  b e f o r e  t h e  a d j o u r n m e n t  o f  t h e  M a y  m o n t h l y
m e e t i n g .   A t  t h i s  t i m e  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g
E x e c u t i v e  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  i n t e n t  t o  s t a n d  f o r  r e -
e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 6  –  2 0 2 7  t e r m .   A n y  m e m b e r
c o n s i d e r i n g  r u n n i n g  f o r  a n  e x e c u t i v e  p o s i t i o n  i n  J u n e
2 0 2 7  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  j o i n i n g  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  t h i s  y e a r  t o
o b s e r v e  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  C l u b .   A l l  m e m b e r s  a r e
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  t a k e  a  t u r n  o n  t h e  C l u b  E x e c u t i v e .



L O C A T I O N :  I B E W  L o c a l  5 8 6 ,  1 1 7 8  R a i n b o w  S t r e e t ,  G l o u c e s t e r

P R E S E N T :  5 3  p a r t i c i p a n t s  ( 3 3  l i v e  a n d  2 0  o n l i n e )

C A L L  T O  O R D E R :  1 9 : 1 5

1 )  G R E E T I N G S :  G U E S T S  A N D  N E W  M E M B E R S  
     G u e s t s . - - S c o t t  V E 4 T Q   
     N e w  M e m b e r s . - - D a v i d  E l l i o t  V E 3 O J U  a n d  T o m m y  R e d d i t  V A 3 G E L  

2 )  A P P R O V A L  O F  M I N U T E S  O F  M A Y  M E E T I N G .   M o v e d :  M a r c e l l  V E 3 M N O
S e c o n d e d :   T i m  V E 3 T X B   C a r r i e d .

3 )  N E W S  A N D  H A P P E N I N G S  - W e  h a d  a  g r e a t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  D r  F i o r i  l a s t
m o n t h .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  a n d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  r e l a t e d
r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  c o n t a c t  o u r  D i r e c t o r  A t  L a r g e  P a t  V E 3 K J G  a t
p a t b r e w e r @ o v m r c . c a
- W e  w i l l  b e  o p e r a t i n g  a t  1 0 0  w a t t s  o n  F i e l d  D a y  o n  o u r  H F  a n d  G O T A
s t a t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  p o l l  f r o m  l a s t  m o n t h  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  C l u b
E x e c u t i v e .
- A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  a n d  E x e c u t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  .  T h e  n e x t  A G M  w i l l
t a k e  p l a c e  o n  W e d n e s d a y  1 7 t h  J u n e  2 0 2 6  a n d  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e
a p p o i n t m e n t  ( o r  r e  -  a p p o i n t m e n t )  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  M e m b e r s .  A n y  C l u b
m e m b e r  w i s h i n g  t o  s t a n d  f o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t
t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  D o n a l d  ( V A 3 Z Z I ) ,  a t  s e c r e t a r y @ o v m r c . c a  o r  i n  p e r s o n
b e f o r e  t h e  a d j o u r n m e n t  o f  t h e  M a y  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  a l l
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  E x e c u t i v e  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  i n t e n t  t o  s t a n d
f o r  r e  -  e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 6  –  2 0 2 7  t e r m .  A n y  m e m b e r  c o n s i d e r i n g
r u n n i n g  f o r  a n  e x e c u t i v e  p o s i t i o n  i n  J u n e  2 0 2 7  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  j o i n i n g  t h e
E x e c u t i v e  t h i s  y e a r  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  C l u b .  A l l  m e m b e r s  a r e
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  t a k e  a  t u r n  o n  t h e  C l u b  E x e c u t i v e .
- P O T A  i n  d o w n t o w n  p a r k s  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  t h i s  c o m i n g  w e e k e n d  f o r  W o r l d
A m a t e u r  R a d i o  D a y .  A  q u i c k  p o l l  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  s h o w e d  f o u r  M e m b e r s  a r e
e x p e c t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  B e  s u r e  t o  t r y  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  C l u b  P r e s i d e n t  w h o
w i l l  b e  o n  t h e  a i r  i n  F l o r i d a .

4 )  P R E S E N T A T I O N S  O N  H O M E B R E W  P R O J E C T S  - D o n a l d  V A 3 Z Z I
p r e s e n t e d  h i s  R o l l  U p  H a m  S t i c k  A n t e n n a  C a r r y  B a g .  S e w n  f r o m  a  p i e c e  o f
d e n i m  f a b r i c  m e a s u r i n g  1 7 . 5  i n c h e s  w i d e  a n d  1 0 3 . 5  i n c h e s  l o n g  w i t h
i n d i v i d u a l  p o c k e t s  f o r  6  a n t e n n a s .  T h e  b a g  c a r r i e s  t h e s e  a n t e n n a s
s e c u r e l y  a n d  i n  s o r t e d  o r d e r  f o r  r a p i d  d e p l o y m e n t  o n  P O T A  t r i p s .  - B a r r y
V E 3 N A  s h o w e d  h o w  t o  i n s t a l l  P L 2 5 9  c o n n e c t o r s  o n  t h e  e n d  o f  L M R 1 9 5
c a b l e .   F i r s t  s l i d e  t h e  h e a t  s h r i n k  a n d  c r i m p  r i n g  o n  t h e  c a b l e .  T h e n  m a r k
t h e  c a b l e  w i t h  a  g r e y  m a r k e r  w h e r e  t h e  c a b l e  w i l l  b e  s t r i p p e d  t o ,  a n d
s t r i p  t h e  c a b l e  u s i n g  a  s t r i p p e r  t o o l  o n  t h e  g r e y  m a r k .  T w i s t  t h e  
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u n w a n t e d  i n s u l a t i o n  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  a  c o u p l e  o f  t i m e s  a n d  p u l l  a n d
e v e r y t h i n g  s h o u l d  c o m e  o f f  t h e  c e n t r e  p i n .  U s e  a  k n i f e  t o  s t r i p  t h e  o u t e r
i n s u l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  u n d e r  t h e  c r i m p  r i n g .  P u t  o n  t h e  c o n n e c t o r
u n d e r  t h e  e x p o s e d  b r a i d  u n t i l  i t  i s  o n  a l l  t h e  w a y  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r e  p i n
e x p o s e d .  P u t  a  s m a l l  a m o u n t  o f  s o l d e r  o n  t h e  c e n t r e  p i n  s o  n o t h i n g  w i l l
m o v e .  S l i d e  t h e  c r i m p  s l e e v e  o v e r  t h e  b r a i d  s o  t h e  s l e e v e  t o u c h e s  t h e
c o n n e c t o r .  U s e  t h e  c r i m p i n g  t o o l  o n  t h e  s l e e v e  w i t h  a s  m u c h  f o r c e  a s  i s
n e e d e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  t o o l  w i l l  r e l e a s e .  C l e a n  t h e  s o l d e r  i r o n  t i p  t h e n  d o  t h e
f i n a l  s o l d e r i n g  o f  t h e  c o n n e c t o r  c e n t r e  p i n .  S l i d e  t h e  h e a t  s h r i n k  o v e r  t h e
c r i m p  r i n g  a n d  u s e  a  h e a t  g u n  t o  s h r i n k  i t .  S t a r t  a t  t h e  c o n n e c t o r  e n d
w h i l e  p u s h i n g  t h e  w r a p  i n t o  t h e  c o n n e c t o r  t o  p r e v e n t  a  s p a c e  f r o m
f o r m i n g .  B e  s u r e  t o  h e a t  a n d  s h r i n k  t h e  e n t i r e  w r a p .  L a s t  s t e p  i s  t o  c l e a n
t h e  c o n n e c t o r  t i p  w i t h  9 9 %  i s o p r o p y l  a l c o h o l .  T h e  r e s u l t i n g  p a t c h  c a b l e
m a d e  b y  B a r r y  w a s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  d o o r  p r i z e s .  ( N o t e ;  t h e  C l u b  d o e s  o w n  a
c r i m p i n g  t o o l  t h a t  c a n  b e  l e n t  o u t ,  a n d  t h e  C l u b  h a s  a  s t o c k  o f  a s s o r t e d
c a b l e s  a n d  c o n n e c t o r s  f o r  s a l e  t o  m e m b e r s .  A  f u t u r e  R a m b l e r  s h o u l d  h a v e
a  p r i c e  l i s t  o f  w h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  C o n t a c t  H a r r i e  V E 3 H Y S
h a r r i e j 5 9 @ g m a i l . c o m  f o r  m o r e  i n f o . )
- H u g o  V E 3 K T N  s h o w e d  h i s  P o r t a b l e  P o w e r  B o x .  T h i s  w a s  m a d e  f r o m  a
C a n a d i a n  T i r e  m a r i n e  b a t t e r y  b o x  w o r t h  $ 3 0  w i t h  a  l a r g e  L i F e P O  b a t t e r y
h e  p u t  i n s i d e .  O n  t h e  b a c k  s i d e  o f  t h e  b o x  i s  a  3 0 0  w a t t  i n v e r t e r  t o
p r o v i d e  A C  p o w e r .  B i n d i n g  p o s t s  w e r e  p u t  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  b o x  f o r  1 2
v o l t  c o n n e c t i o n s .  A l s o  a  v o l t  m e t e r  i s  o n  t h e  t o p  t o  s h o w  t h e  c h a r g e  s t a t e
o f  t h e  b a t t e r y .  H u g o  a l s o  s h o w e d  a  c h o k e  l i n e  h e  h a d  m a d e  f o r  u s e  w i t h
d i p o l e  a n d  e n d  f e d  a n t e n n a s  t o  p r e v e n t  R F  p o w e r  f r o m  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e
t r a n s m i t t e r  o n  t h e  c o a x  c a b l e .  T o  m a k e  t h i s  h e  p u t  2 5  f e r r i t e  b e a d s  o n  a  1
m e t e r  l e n g t h  o f  L M 4 0 0  c a b l e ,  w i t h  a d h e s i v e - l i n e d  h e a t  s h r i n k  w r a p  o v e r
t h e  b e a d s  a n d  c a b l e .  O n e  e n d  h a s  a  m a l e  c o n n e c t o r  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  i s
f e m a l e  s o  t h i s  c a n  b e  p u t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  c a b l e .
 - N o r m  V E 3 L C  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  u s e d  f o r  t e s t i n g
r a d i o s  a f t e r  t h e  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  e n d s .  H e  b r o u g h t  i n  t e s t  e q u i p m e n t  f o r
s e n s i t i v i t y ,  p o w e r  o u t p u t  a n d  F M  d e v i a t i o n .  N o r m  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  m e a n i n g
o f  1 2 d B  S I N A D  w h i c h  i s  a n  a u d i o  s i g n a l - t o - n o i s e  p a r a m e t e r  r e l a t i v e  t o  a
1 0 0 0  H z .  t o n e  w h e n  d e t e r m i n i n g  R . F .  r e c e i v e r  s e n s i t i v i t y .  T o  a c c o m p l i s h
t h i s  t e s t  o n  o u r  e q u i p m e n t  N o r m  b r o u g h t  a n  R F  s i g n a l  g e n e r a t o r  w i t h  a
c a l i b r a t e d  R F  o u t p u t  a n d  m o d u l a t e d  w i t h  a  1 0 0 0  H z .  s i g n a l  a t  + / -  3  k H z .
d e v i a t i o n ,  a n d  a l s o  a  S I N A D D E R  i n s t r u m e n t  t o  m e a s u r e  n o i s e  a n d
d i s t o r t i o n  w h i l e  f i l t e r i n g  o u t  t h e  1 0 0 0  H z .  m o d u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  R F  s i g n a l
g e n e r a t o r .  N o r m  a l s o  b r o u g h t  a  d e v i c e  h e  b u i l t  h i m s e l f  t o  i n t e r f a c e  a n
a u t o m a t i c  a n t e n n a  t u n e r  t o  h i s  I c o m  7 0 5  r a d i o .  T h i s  d e v i c e  c o n t a i n s  a
P I C 1 2 F 6 8 3  8  p i n  D I P .  T h e  s c h e m a t i c  s h o w n  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  D I P  a n d  2
t r a n s i s t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  c o m p o n e n t s  a n d  r a n  o n  4 . 5  v o l t s .  T h e  s o f t w a r e  f o r
t h e  D I P  w a s  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c i r c u i t  d e s i g n e r  a n d  N o r m  l o a d e d  t h e
s o f t w a r e  u s i n g  a  l o a d i n g  d e v i c e  c a l l e d  a  “ P I C  c h i p  p r o g r a m m i n g
h a r d w a r e ”  a n d  c o s t  $ 1 5 .
- D a v e  V A 3 D P L  s h o w e d  a  “ f a n  d i p o l e ”  d u a l  b a n d  v e r t i c a l  a n t e n n a  f o r
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 2 m / 7 0 c m  b a n d s  t h a t  h e  i s  w o r k i n g  o n .  T h e  d u a l  e l e m e n t s  a r e  m a d e
f r o m c o p p e r  c o a t e d  m i l d  s t e e l  w e l d i n g  r o d s  f r o m  P r i n c e s s  A u t o .  M o d e l l i n g
o f   t h e  a n t e n n a  d e s i g n  w a s  c h e c k e d  u s i n g  M M A N A - G A L  s o f t w a r e  t h a t
s h o w e d  t h e r e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  s o m e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  e l e m e n t s .
T h e  i n a c t i v e  e l e m e n t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  a c t  a s  a  d i r e c t o r  c a u s i n g  s o m e
d i s t o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r a d i a t i n g  p a t t e r n .  W h e n  f i n i s h e d  t h e  e n t i r e  a n t e n n a  w i l l
b e  e n c a s e d  i n  a  P V C  p i p e .  D a v e ’ s  g o a l  i s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  r u n  2  r i g s  a t  t h e
s a m e  t i m e  o n  d i f f e r e n t  b a n d s  u s i n g  t h i s  a n t e n n a .

5 )  U P C O M I N G  A C T I V I T I E S  - N i c o l e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  3  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s  t h a t
n e e d  v o l u n t e e r  h a m s  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  e v e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .
 - F i r s t  i s  t h e  C N  C Y C L E  F O R  C H E O  o n  M a y  3 .  I n f o  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t
c n c y c l e . r a d i o - 1 . c a  .  C o n t a c t  R i c h a r d  H a g e m e y e r  V E 3 U N W  f o r  m o r e
d e t a i l s .
 - S e c o n d  i s  t h e  R I D E A U  L A K E S  C Y C L E  T O U R  o n  J u n e  6  a n d  7 .  T h e  c o n t a c t
f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  i s  a l s o  R i c h a r d  H a g e m e y e r  V E 3 U N W  w i t h  i n f o  a l s o  a t
c n c y c l e . r a d i o - 1 . c a  .
 - T h i r d  i s  t h e  M S  B I K E  T O U R  O T T A W A - C O R N W A L L  o n  A u g u s t  1 5  a n d  1 6 .
T h e  t o u r  w i l l  l e a v e  f r o m  V e r n o n  g o i n g  t o  C o r n w a l l  o n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  a n d
r e t u r n  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  d a y .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  m o r e  o p t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r a d i o
t r a c k i n g  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  m o r e  t e s t i n g  o f  A P R S  w i l l  b e  d o n e  i n  a d v a n c e  o f
t h e  e v e n t s .  T h e  t o u r  w i l l  n e e d  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  c o v e r  t h e  r e s t  s t o p s  a n d
o b s e r v e r s .  T o  v o l u n t e e r  c o n t a c t  N i c o l e  V E 3 G I Q  a t  p s e v a n t s @ o v m r c . c a

6 )  D O O R  P R I Z E  D R A W  -  N a t a l i e  V E 3 I B X  w o n  a  m a g m o u n t  a n t e n n a
 - P a t  V E 3 K J Q  w o n  a  m a g m o u n t  a n t e n n a  b a s e
 - D a v e  V A 3 D P L  w o n  5 0  f e e t  o f  p o w e r  w i r e
 - S c o t t  V E 4 T Q  w o n  6 0  f e e t  o f  p o w e r  w i r e
 - J D  V A 2 O J D  w o n  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d o g  b o n e  i n s u l a t o r s
 - D o u g l a s  V A 3 G Y  w o n  t h e  a n t e n n a  p a t c h  c a b l e  m a d e  b y  B a r r y  d u r i n g  t h e
c a b l e  c r i m p i n g  d e m o  e a r l i e r .

7 )  M O V E  T O  A D J O U R N . - - M o v e d :  R i c h a r d  V A 3 H B L .   A d j o u r n e d :  2 1 : 1 1 .
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M i n u t e s  p r e p a r e d  b y  
D o n a l d ,  V A 3 Z Z I ,  
s e c r e t a r y @ o v m r c . c a   



S i x  m o n t h s  i n t o  m y  t e r m  a s  t h e  O V M R C  S e c r e t a r y  I  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  o n e  o f
m y  d u t i e s  w a s  t o  b e  t h e  k e e p e r  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  O V M R C  c l u b  s e a l  e m b o s s e r
a n d  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l e t t e r s  o f  p a t e n t  f o r  t h e  C l u b .  A f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e
p r e v i o u s  S e c r e t a r y  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  O V M R C  i n k  s t a m p  a n d
o l d  p h o t o c o p i e s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  p a t e n t .  I  m a d e  s e v e r a l  i n q u i r i e s  t o  o t h e r s
t h a t  m a y  h a v e  k n o w n  t h e  w h e r e a b o u t s  o f  t h e  e m b o s s e r  a n d  o r i g i n a l  l e t t e r s
b u t  n o n e  h a d  e i t h e r  i t e m .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  a  l a s t  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  m o r e
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t r a c k  t h e m  d o w n .

T h e  e m b o s s e r  i s  a  s t a p l e r  s i z e d  o b j e c t  w i t h  a  l e v e r  o n  t h e  t o p  a s  s h o w n
b e l o w .  O u r s  i s  o f  a n  o l d e r  d e s i g n  a n d  m a y  b e  t a l l e r .  T h e  e m b o s s e r  w a s
u s e d  t o  f o r c e  a n  i n k l e s s  3 D  i m p r i n t  o f  t h e  C l u b  l o g o  i n t o  c e r t i f i c a t e s  a n d
a w a r d  p a p e r s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  i m a g e  b e l o w .
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HAS ANYBODY SEEN THE OFFICIAL OVMRC CLUB
SEAL EMBOSSER OR LETTERS OF PATENT?

T h e  l e t t e r s  o f  p a t e n t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  o f  t h e  p h o t o c o p y  b e l o w .  T h e
f o n t  a n d  w o r d i n g  i s  v e r y  o f f i c i a l  l o o k i n g .  T h e  p a p e r  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  i s  o f
f o r m a l  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  q u a l i t y  a n d  i s  r a t h e r  f r a g i l e



I f  y o u  s a w  t h e s e  i t e m s  o r  h a v e  a n  i d e a  w h e r e  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  p l e a s e  l e t  m e
k n o w .

I  a m  t a k i n g  s t e p s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e s e  i t e m s  f r o m  b e i n g  m i s p l a c e d  i n  t h e
f u t u r e .  T h e  o f f i c i a l  i n k  s t a m p  i s  n o w  i n  a  f o a m  l i n e d  m e t a l  b o x  p a i n t e d  a n
o b n o x i o u s  c o l o r  a n d  c l e a r l y  l a b e l e d  w h a t  i t  i s  a n d  w h o  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e
i t .  W h e n  t h e  s e a l  e m b o s s e r  i s  f o u n d  o r  r e p l a c e d  i t  w i l l  a l s o  g o  i n t o  a
s i m i l a r  l a b e l e d  b o x .  T h e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  p a t e n t  a r e  i n  a  f i l e  f o l d e r
t h a t  n o w  h a s  a  l a b e l  a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  I  w i l l  a f f i x  a  p h o t o  o f  a l l  t h r e e
i t e m s  p o s e d  t o g e t h e r  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  f i l e  f o l d e r  a n d  t h e  p h o t o  w i l l  a l s o
b e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  C l u b ’ s  d i g i t a l  a r c h i v e s  t o  p r o v e  t h e s e  i t e m s  d i d  e x i s t  a t
o n e  t i m e .
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B e s t  R e g a r d s
D o n a l d  V A 3 Z Z I



H e r e  w e  a r e ,  r o u g h l y  6  w e e k s  o u t  f r o m  F i e l d  D a y  w e e k e n d  a n d  t h e  H F
b a n d s  a l l  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  a  t u r n  f o r  t h e  w o r s e .   E v e n  w h e n  t h e  s p a c e
w e a t h e r  i n d e x e s  s u g g e s t  p r o p a g a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g o o d ,  t h e  b a n d s  a r e  f l a t ,
e v e n  o n  F T 8 .   T o d a y ,  A p r i l  2 6 ,  I  w a s  s p e n d i n g  s o m e  t i m e  i n  m i d - a f t e r n o o n
o n  F T 8  b e t w e e n  3 0  a n d  1 5  m e t r e s  a n d  t h e  o n l y  b a n d  t h a t  h a d  a n y  d e g r e e
o f  f u l l n e s s  w a s  2 0  m . ;  m a y b e  1 7  a s  w e l l ,  b u t  w a n d e r i n g  d o w n  t o  3 0  a n d  u p
t o  1 5 ,  l e t  a l o n e  1 2  a n d  1 0 ,  w a s  m e t  b y  m o s t l y  s i l e n c e .   T h i s  w a s  w i t h  t h e
1 0 . 7  c m .  s o l a r  f l u x  a t  1 4 8  a n d  g e o m a g n e t i c  f i e l d  K p  a t  1 ,  w h i c h  o n l y  a
m o n t h  a g o  w o u l d  h a v e  c o r r e l a t e d  t o  w a l l - t o - w a l l  s i g n a l s  o n  a n y  b a n d  f r o m
2 0  t o  1 0  m e t r e s .

S o ,  w h a t ’ s  g o i n g  o n ?   H a r d  t o  s a y ,  o n l y  t h a t  t h e  s o l a r  f l u x  i n d e x  i s
d e f i n i t e l y  s h o w i n g  a  d e c l i n i n g  t r e n d ,  m a r k i n g  t h e  a p p r o a c h i n g  e n d  o f
s o l a r  c y c l e  2 5 .   F o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  c h a r t s  s h o w i n g  t h e  S F I  e v o l u t i o n  f r o m
C y c l e  2 3  u p  t o  A p r i l  3 0 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  a n d  a  c h a r t  o f  C y c l e  2 5  a l o n e .

S o u r c e  d a t a  i s  c o u r t e s y  o f  N O A A  -  
h t t p s : / / w w w . n g d c . n o a a . g o v / s t p / s p a c e - w e a t h e r / s w p c - p r o d u c t s /
a n n u a l _ r e p o r t s / d a i l y _ s o l a r _ i n d i c e s _ s u m m a r i e s / d a i l y _ s o l a r _ d a t a /
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Solar Cycle 25 and Where The Bands Are

https://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/stp/space-weather/swpc-products/annual_reports/daily_solar_indices_summaries/daily_solar_data/
https://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/stp/space-weather/swpc-products/annual_reports/daily_solar_indices_summaries/daily_solar_data/


T h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  s p a c e  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  v i s - a - v i s  h a m  r a d i o
p r o p a g a t i o n  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  O V M R C  E x e c  g r o u p  i n
d e c i d i n g  w h e t h e r  w e  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  a  Q R P  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  F i e l d  D a y
2 0 2 6 ,  o r  g o  h i g h  p o w e r ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c o u r s e  b e i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  g o  Q R O .
I f  t h e  s p a c e  w e a t h e r  t r e n d  c o n t i n u e s  a s  t h e  C y c l e  2 5  c h a r t  w o u l d  i n d i c a t e ,
p r o p a g a t i o n  m i g h t  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  o r  a  b i t  w o r s e  t h a n
w h a t  w e  h a d  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  w e  d i d  F i e l d  D a y  a s  a  Q R O  o p e r a t i o n  i n  2 0 1 9 .   I f
y o u  l o o k  c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  C y c l e  2 5  c h a r t ,  y o u  c a n  s e e  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a
s h o r t  t e r m  o s c i l l a t i n g  t r e n d  w h i c h  I  w o u l d  a t t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s u n ’ s  2 5  d a y
r o t a t i o n  p e r i o d .   W e  c a n  o n l y  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  s u n ’ s  a c t i v e  r e g i o n  w o u l d
f a v o u r  u s  o n  t h e  F i e l d  D a y  w e e k e n d .

7 3 ,
H u g o  -  V E 3 K T N
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C o m p a c t  l o a d e d  m u l t i - b a n d  v e r t i c a l  a n t e n n a s  s u c h  a s  t h e   J P C - 1 2  h a v e
b e c o m e  p o p u l a r  f o r  P O T A  a c t i v a t i n g  a s  t h e y  a r e  e a s y  t o  t r a n s p o r t ,  q u i c k
t o  d e p l o y  a n d  o f f e r  r e a s o n a b l e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  A  c o m m o n  q u e s t i o n  w h e n
u s i n g  t h e s e  a n t e n n a s  i s ,  " H o w  m a n y  g r o u n d  r a d i a l  w i r e s  d o  I  a c t u a l l y  n e e d
a n d  h o w  l o n g  d o  t h e y  n e e d  t o  b e ? "

T h e  t o p i c  o f  g r o u n d  r a d i a l s  h a s  b e e n  w e l l  c o v e r e d  i n  a  c o u p l e  o f  e x c e l l e n t
A R R L  a r t i c l e s .  T h e  f i r s t  i s  b y  J o h n  S t a n l e y ,  K 4 E R O  ( " O p t i m u m  G r o u n d
S y s t e m s  f o r  V e r t i c a l  A n t e n n a s " ,  Q S T ,  D e c  1 9 7 6 ,  p p . 1 3 - 1 5 )  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d
b y  B r i a n  E d w a r d ,  N 2 M F  ( " R a d i a l  S y s t e m s  f o r  G r o u n d - M o u n t e d  V e r t i c a l
A n t e n n a s " ,  Q S T  J u n e ,  1 9 8 5 ) .

I n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h ,  h e r e  a r e  s o m e  p r a c t i c a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  K e e p
i n  m i n d  t h a t  t h e  g o a l  f o r  p o r t a b l e  o p e r a t i n g  i s  n o t  f o r  o p t i m a l
p e r f o r m a n c e ,  b u t  f o r  a   c o m p r o m i s e  b e t w e e n  g o o d  e n o u g h  p e r f o r m a n c e
a n d  e a s e  o f  a n t e n n a  d e p l o y m e n t  :

-  G r o u n d  r a d i a l s  s h o u l d  b e  a t  l e a s t  1 / 8  w a v e l e n g t h  l o n g  o n  t h e  l o w e s t
o p e r a t i n g  f r e q u e n c y  o f  t h e  a n t e n n a .  F o r  t h e  J P C - 1 2  a n d  s i m i l a r  m u l t i - b a n d
l o a d e d  v e r t i c a l s  t h a t  t r a n s l a t e s  t o  r a d i a l s  t h a t  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s i x t e e n
f e e t  l o n g  ( i . e .  1 / 8  w a v e l e n g t h  o n  4 0 m ) .

-  U n l e s s  y o u  p l a n  t o  u s e  m u c h  l o n g e r  r a d i a l s  t h e n  e f f i c i e n c y
i m p r o v e m e n t s  r e a l i z e d  b y  a d d i n g  o n  m o r e  r a d i a l s  d i m i n i s h e s  a t  j u s t  a b o v e
2 0 .  S o  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  h o w  m a n y  r a d i a l s  a r e  a c t u a l l y  n e e d e d  i s  s o m e t h i n g
b e t w e e n  a b o u t  f o u r  a n d  t w e n t y .  Y o u r  m i l e a g e  m a y  v a r y  d e p e n d i n g  o n
g r o u n d  c o n d u c t i v i t y  b u t  m o s t  o f t e n  I  u s e  f i v e  t o  t e n  r a d i a l s  t h a t  a r e
s i x t e e n  f e e t  l o n g ,  w i t h  g o o d  r e s u l t s .

- R e t u r n  g r o u n d  c u r r e n t s  a r e  w e a k  s o  r a d i a l  w i r e  d i a m e t e r  d o e s n ' t  m u c h
m a t t e r  i n  t e r m s  o f  e f f i c i e n c y .  M y  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  u s e  t h e  s m a l l e s t  p r a c t i c a l
s t r a n d e d  w i r e  d i a m e t e r  ( i . e . ,  s o m e t h i n g  a r o u n d  2 2  t o  2 6  A W G  w o r k s  g r e a t )
t o  m i n i m i z e  w e i g h t  a n d  b u l k .

-  N E C  a n t e n n a  m o d e l l i n g  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  s h o r t e r  a  l o a d e d  v e r t i c a l  i s ,  a s
c o m p a r e d  t o  a  f u l l  q u a r t e r  w a v e l e n g t h ,  t h e  m o r e  t h e  g r o u n d  r e t u r n
c u r r e n t s  a r e  f o c u s e d  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  a n t e n n a .  W h a t  t h i s  m e a n s
p r a c t i c a l l y  i s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  s c e n a r i o  y o u  a r e  a l w a y s  b e t t e r  o f f  u s i n g  m o r e
s h o r t e r  r a d i a l s  t h a n  j u s t  a  f e w  l o n g e r  o n e s .

V O L  6 8  I S S U E  9  M A Y  2 0 2 6                                         P A G E  2 4

Quick Tip - Portable vertical antenna radials:
How many, how long?

7 3 ,  M i c h a e l  V E 3 W M B
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O V M R C  N e t  A c t i v i t y ,  C h e c k - i n s  f o r  A p r i l ,  2 0 2 6 .
P r e p a r e d  b y :  H u g o  K n e v e  V E 3 K T N

O V M R C  2  M e t r e  N e t :  V E 3 O C E  1 4 6 . 8 8 0 -  1 3 6 . 5  H z .  t o n e ,  
T h u r s d a y s  8  p . m .  l o c a l .
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O V M R C  P o t h o l e  N e t :  3 7 6 0  k H z .  L S B  S u n d a y
m o r n i n g s  a t  1 0  a . m .  l o c a l .
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O V M R C  P o t  L i d  C W  N e t :  5 0 . 0 9 0  M H z .  S u n d a y
e v e n i n g s  a t  7 : 3 0  p . m .  O t t a w a  l o c a l .



$ 1 5  D I S C O U N T  T O  O V M R C  M E M B E R S  O N  $ 3 0 0  O R  M O R E

F O R  D M R  R A D I O S ,  H O T S P O T S ,  A N T E N N A S ,  Q R P  H F  R A D I O S  A N D  M O R E

E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :

T h e  R a m b l e r  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  O t t a w a  V a l l e y  M o b i l e
R a d i o  C l u b  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a n d  i s  p u b l i s h e d  1 0  t i m e s  a  y e a r  ( m o n t h l y ,
e x c e p t  f o r  J u l y  a n d  A u g u s t ) .  O p i n i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  R a m b l e r  a r e
t h o s e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  a n d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  O V M R C ,  i t s
o f f i c e r s  o r  i t s  m e m b e r s .  P e r m i s s i o n  i s  g r a n t e d  t o  r e p u b l i s h  t h e
c o n t e n t s  i n  w h o l e  o r  i n  p a r t ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  s o u r c e  i s  a c k n o w l e d g e d .
C o m m e r c i a l  u s e  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  i s  e x p r e s s l y  p r o h i b i t e d .  S u b m i t
a r t i c l e s  a n d  n o t i c e s  t o :  A l a n  a t  e d i t o r @ o v m r c . c a
7 3 ,  A l a n  V A 3 I A H    
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G e n e r a l  L i n k s  o f  I n t e r e s t :  

https://dxcanada.ca/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwlumhBhClARIsABO6p-xG3941EMoXDBmG1IfaZWtDzUCkSeKIBzzZmckuh-yI9ZH0HUXv6WAaAjcZEALw_wcB
https://newhamsottawa.ca/index.php/Main/RCJ
https://ardfottawa.ca/
https://newhamsottawa.ca/
http://ovmrc.on.ca/
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	LOCAL NETS (ALL WELCOME)
	Rubber Boot Net: VE3OCE 146.880 MHz (‑)136.5 Hz tone weekday mornings at 7:30 AM conducted by Roger, VE3NPO
	Champlain STP Net: VE3STP 147.060 MHz +, (114.8 Hz tone), held Monday through Saturday at 7:00 PM.
	MONDAY
	Former QCWA Chapter 70 VHF Net: VE3OCE 146.880 MHz (-) 136.5 Hz tone, 7:30 PM conducted by Bryan, VE3QN.
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	TUESDAY
	Phoenix Net: VE3OCE 146.880 MHz (-) 136.5 Hz tone, 7:30 PM, Pete, VE3XEM.
	Kemptville Amateur Radio Group (KARG) Net: VE3NGR 145.250 MHz (-) CTCSS tone 110.9 Hz. 7:30 PM.
	New Hams Ottawa Net: VE2CRA 146.940 MHz -, (100 Hz tone), 8:00 PM.
	Almonte ARC's D-Star XLX197b Net: At 8:40 pm, Dale VE3XZT.
	Upper Frequency Net: An informal round-table on 144.250 MHz using USB, 9:00PM

	THURSDAY
	OVMRC 2-Metre Net: At 8:00 PM, Club Net on FM will be held through VE3OCE 146.880 MHz (-)136.5 Hz tone conducted by Hugo, VE3KTN.

	FRIDAY
	Friday night C4FM Net: 7:30 PM, VE3TWO, 147.300(+).
	PACNET: 7:30PM on VE3OCE Packet 145.030 with Ante VA2BBW.
	SUNDAY
	Sunday Morning Social: 10:00AM, XLX197, with Rick, VE3RVV
	Pot Hole SSB Net: 10:00AM, 3760 kHz, with Ernie, VE3EJJ, Hugo VE3KTN and Denis VE3BF.
	Pot Lid Slow Speed CW Net: At 7:30 PM, 50.090 MHz., horizontal polarization.
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	FOXHUNT AND POTA ACTIVATION – SATURDAY 23RD MAY 2026
	On Saturday 23rd May the Club will hold a POTA activation with a twist!  The twist is that the park where we will operate from will not be published in advance!  Instead a beacon operating on the on 2m band will guide you to the park, in the spirit of an in vehicle foxhunt.  Once at the park there will be an optional short on-foot foxhunt on 2m so bring your 2m band foxhunting gear like an HT, tape-measure Yagi and offset attenuator.  There will also be a demo of 80m band ARDF/radio-orienteering equipment.
	Don't forget to bring your POTA gear too!
	Here are the details.
	Organiser/Control Station:  Rob (VE3JT), email:  president@ovmrc.ca.  Foxes:  Roger (VA3EGY).
	Date:  Saturday 23rd May 2026.
	Timings:  Foxhunt from 9 am.  POTA from 10 am.  Beacons will be off at approx 12 pm midday.
	Beacons: Hi-power fox on 147.435 MHz FM with vertical polarisation cycling approx 15 seconds of transmitting tuneful tones including Morse identifier and 15 seconds off.
	Low power fox on 147.570 MHz FM with vertical polarisation, should be heard from approx 1 km away, cycling approx 15 seconds of transmitting tuneful tones including Morse identifier and 15 seconds off.
	Boundaries: The hi-power fox should be heard over an area of the City of Ottawa with the following approximate boundaries (see map):

	North:
	Boulevard Lucerne, Gatineau/Rue Laurier, Gatineau

	West:
	Greenbank Road/North across Lac Deschenes/Chemin Vanier, Aylmer/

	South:
	Strandherd Drive/Earl Armstrong Road/Rideau Road/Thunder Road

	East:
	Highway 417/Aviation Parkway to Ottawa River.
	Repeater: VE3OCE, 146.880/280 MHz, PL tone 136.5 kHz.
	On-foot foxhunt frequencies: Programme your HT to receive the low power foxes on the following frequencies:
	Demo unit: 147.570 MHz Fox 1: 146.565 MHz Fox 2: 147.585 Mhz

	Non-fox hunters: Those not wishing to take part in the fox hunt may email Rob on president@ovmrc.ca to obtain the park location, on strict orders not to reveal the park location to others! Park location emails will be sent one or two days before the event.
	OVMRC MAY MEETING:
	Time and Date:  Wednesday 20th May 2026, doors open at 6:45 PM Eastern Time.  The meeting will be called to order at 7:15 PM by Rob (VE3JT).
	Parking: Ample free parking is available on site.
	Zoom details to follow by email closer to the time.  Non members are welcome to attend or join by Zoom.  Please contact president@ovmrc.ca for the Zoom details.

	AGENDA:
	Greetings and welcoming of guests, new hams and new members of the Club.
	Presentation on “International Operating” by Dave Goodwin (VE3KG), RAC's Regulatory Affairs Officer.
	Approval of the April meeting minutes as published in the May Rambler.
	News and Happenings & Club Coming Events Schedule.
	Any other business as may arise.
	Meeting adjournment.

	Notices:
	1. Field Day briefing:  A special Field Day briefing will take place on Zoom on Wednesday 27th May at 7 pm.  This brief is intended for new hams that have not yet taken part in Field Day and those that plan to take an active role this year, but all are invited.  Time will be allotted for general questions.  Zoom details will be sent by email to all Club members shortly.
	2. Annual General Meeting and Executive positions: The Membership is advised that the AGM will take place on Wednesday 17th June 2026 and will include the appointment or (re-appointment) of the Executive Members.  Any Club member wishing to stand for appointment to the Executive should contact the Secretary, Donald (VA3ZZI), at secretary@ovmrc.ca or in person before the adjournment of the May monthly meeting.  At this time all members of the existing Executive have indicated their intent to stand for re-election for the 2026 – 2027 term.  Any member considering running for an executive position in June 2027 might consider joining the Executive this year to observe the running of the Club.  All members are encouraged to take a turn on the Club Executive.
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	Quick Tip - Portable vertical antenna radials: How many, how long?
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	OVMRC Pothole Net: 3760 kHz. LSB Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. local.
	OVMRC Pot Lid CW Net: 50.090 MHz. Sunday evenings at 7:30 p.m. Ottawa local.
	General Links of Interest:
	Editor's Note:
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