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 H O L I D A Y  D I N N E R  
 P O T L U C K  S O C I A L  M E E T I N G :  

W E D N E S D A Y  
D E C E M B E R  2 0

I B E W  L O C A L  5 8 6 ,  
1 1 7 8  R A I N B O W  S T . ,  G L O U C E S T E R ,  

* * S T A R T I N G  5 : 0 0 p m * *

* *  P L E A S E  N O T E  * *
T H A T  T H E  E L E V A T O R  I S  N O T

A V A I L A B L E  A N D  Z O O M  W I L L  N O T
B E  O F F E R E D  F O R  T H I S  M E E T I N G   

* *  S I G N - U P  S H E E T  L I N K  * *
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O V M R C  E X E C U T I V E
N E T S  A N D  E V E N T S  
P R E S I D E N T ' S  R A M B L I N G S
N O V E M B E R  M I N U T E S  
K I E R A N  V A 3 K S  ( S K )
M E M O R I A L  P O T A  A C T I V A T I O N
F I E L D  D A Y  2 0 2 3
S O L A R  C Y C L E  2 5  
S Q U A L O  A N T E N N A  
R A N D O M  W I R E  L E N G T H S
W R A Y  V A 3 E O ’ S  N E W  S P A R K
O V M R C  N E T  A C T I V I T Y
L I N K S  &  E D I T O R ' S  N O T E

https://ovmrc.ca/
https://ovmrc.ca/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RStRHxSppzKDCkUx8KWL_YVS12m0f7AztDpKsffHN7A/edit#gid=0


N e t s  &  R a d i o
O p e r a t i o n s :  H u g o  K n e v e ,
V E 3 K T N
v e 3 k t n @ m y r a c . c a

R a m b l e r  N e w s l e t t e r
E d i t o r  a n d  P r o d u c t i o n :
A l a n  H o t t e ,  V A 3 I A H
e d i t o r @ o v m r c . c a

O V M R C . C A  &  S o c i a l
M e d i a :  A d a m  B i r d ,
V A 3 I R D  w e b @ o v m r c . c a
 
O V M R C  R e p e a t e r
K e e p e r :  N o r m  R a s h l e i g h ,
V E 3 L C  v e 3 l c @ m y r a c . c a  

S p e c i a l  E v e n t s :  R o g e r
E g a n ,  V A 3 E G Y
v a 3 e g y @ g m a i l . c o m ,  
J o h n  M c G o w a n ,  V A 3 J Y K
j o h n . m c g o w a n 1 3 1 4 @ g m a i l
. c o m
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

O V M R C  G r o u p s . i o
O n g o i n g  d i s c u s s i o n

G r o u p  a t :
h t t p s : / / o v m r c . g r o u p s . i o

/ g / m a i n ;  A l l  r a d i o
a m a t e u r  m e m b e r s  a n d

n o n - m e m b e r s  a r e
w e l c o m e

O t t a w a  V a l l e y  M o b i l e
R a d i o  C l u b  I n c . ,  

P O  B o x  4 1 1 4 5  O t t a w a ,  O N  
K 1 G  5 K 9
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D I R E C T O R S  

P r e s i d e n t :  
N o r m  R a s h l e i g h ,  V E 3 L C
v e 3 l c @ m y r a c . c a   

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t :  
R o b  H a d d o w ,  V E 3 R X H
v i c e p r e s i d e n t @ o v m r c . c a  

T r e a s u r e r  &
M e m b e r s h i p  R e c o r d s :
N i c o l e  B o i v i n ,  V E 3 G I Q
v e 3 g i q @ m y r a c . c a  

C o r p o r a t e  S e c r e t a r y :
A l a n  F r i c k e r ,  V E 3 K A E
a l a n f r i c k e r @ y a h o o . c a  

S T A N D I N G
C O M M I T T E E S  

C l u b  P r o j e c t s  &  B u l k
O r d e r s :  B a r r y  A l i s o n ,
V E 3 N A  v e 3 n a @ m y r a c . c a  

R a d i o  C o u r s e  &
A c c r e d i t e d  E x a m i n e r :
N o r m  R a s h l e i g h ,  V E 3 L C
v e 3 l c @ m y r a c . c a  

M e e t i n g  R e c e p t i o n :  J o h n
M c G o w a n ,  V A 3 J Y K
j o h n . m c g o w a n 1 3 1 4 @
g m a i l . c o m  

O V M R C  L i f e  M e m b e r s :
E r n i e  J u r y ,  V E 3 E J J
M a u r i c e - A n d r é  V i g n e a u l t ,
V E 3 V I G  
R a l p h  C a m e r o n ,  V E 3 B B M
D o u g  C a r s w e l l ,  V E 3 A T Y
D o r e e n  M o r g a n ,  V E 3 C G O
B r y a n  R a w l i n g s ,  V E 3 Q N  

O V M R C  R e p e a t e r s :

V E 3 R A M  L i m i t e d
c o v e r a g e  t o  O r l e a n s
a n d  E a s t  O t t a w a
4 4 3 . 7 0 0  M H z  ( + )  D M R
C C 1  &  D - S t a r  N e t w o r k
c o n n e c t e d  t o
B r a n d m e i s t e r

V E 3 T W O  L i m i t e d
c o v e r a g e  t o  E a s t  a n d
S o u t h  O t t a w a  1 4 7 . 3 0 0
M H z .  + ,  P L  1 0 0 . 0  H z .
A n a l o g u e  F M  a n d
C 4 F M

 
S p e c i a l  E v e n t  &  F i e l d
D a y  C a l l  S i g n  V E 3 J W  

O V M R C  E X E C U T I V E  A N D  O F F I C E R S  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4

https://ovmrc.groups.io/g/main
https://ovmrc.groups.io/g/main
mailto:vicepresident@ovmrc.ca
mailto:alanfricker@yahoo.ca
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R u b b e r  B o o t  N e t ,  V E 3 O C E  1 4 6 . 8 8 0
M H z  ( ‐ ) 1 3 6 . 5  H z  t o n e  w e e k d a y
m o r n i n g s  a t  7 : 3 0  A M  c o n d u c t e d  b y
R o g e r ,  V E 3 N P O  
P o t  H o l e  S S B  N e t ,  3 7 6 0  k H z ,  e v e r y
S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  a t  1 0 : 0 0  A M
c o n d u c t e d  b y  E r n i e ,  V E 3 E J J ,  o r
G l e n n ,  V E 3 X R A .
P o t  L i d  N e t ,  S u n d a y  n i g h t ,  7 : 3 0
P M ,  5 0 . 0 9 0  M H z . ,  h o r i z o n t a l
p o l a r i z a t i o n .  J o i n  c o n t r o l l e r s
H u g o  ( V E 3 K T N ) ,   N o r m  ( V E 3 L C ) ,
M i k e  V E 3 F F K  a n d  A n t e  V A 2 B B W
f o r  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d  b u d d i n g  C W
o p e r a t o r s  a l i k e .  
Q C W A  C h a p t e r  7 0  N e t ,  V E 3 O C E
1 4 6 . 8 8 0  M H z  ( - )  1 3 6 . 5  H z  t o n e ,
M o n d a y  e v e n i n g s  a t  7 : 3 0  P M
c o n d u c t e d  b y  J o h n ,  V E 3 Z O V  
C a p i t a l  C i t y  F M  N e t , V E 2 C R A
1 4 6 . 9 4 0  M H z  - ,  ( 1 0 0  H z  t o n e ) ,
M o n d a y  e v e n i n g s  a t  8 : 0 0  P M .
C h a m p l a i n  S T P  N e t ,  V E 3 S T P
1 4 7 . 0 6 0  M H z  - ,  ( 1 1 4 . 8  H z  t o n e ) ,
h e l d  M o n d a y  t h r o u g h  S a t u r d a y  a t
7 : 0 0  P M .
P h o e n i x  N e t ,  V E 3 O C E  1 4 6 . 8 8 0
M H z  ( - )  1 3 6 . 5  H z  t o n e ,  T u e s d a y
e v e n i n g s  a t  7 : 3 0  P M  c o n d u c t e d  b y
P e t e ,  V E 3 X E M  

U p p e r  F r e q u e n c y  N e t ,
S i m p l e x  1 4 4 . 2 5 0  M H z  u s i n g
U S B ,  T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g s  a t  9 : 0 0
P M  c o n d u c t e d  b y  G l e n n ,
V E 3 X R A .  F o l l o w i n g  c h e c k  i n
o n  2  m  y o u  c a n  c h e c k  y o u r
r a d i o s  o n  6  m  a t  5 0 . 1 5 0  M H z
a n d  7 0  c m  o n  4 3 2 . 1 5 0  M H z  a s
w e l l  u s i n g  U S B .  A l l  c h e c k  i n s
a r e  w e l c o m e .  
A l m o n t e  A R C ' s  D - S t a r  N e t
T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g s  a t  8 : 4 0  p . m .
c a r r i e d  o n  X L X 1 9 7  a n d
e v e r y t h i n g  c o n n e c t e d  t o  i t .
D a l e  V E 3 X Z T  p r e s i d e s .  
O V M R C  2 - M e t r e  N e t ,
T h u r s d a y  E v e n i n g s ,  8 : 0 0  P M ,
C l u b  N e t  o n  F M  w i l l  b e  h e l d
t h r o u g h  V E 3 O C E  1 4 6 . 8 8 0  M H z
( - ) 1 3 6 . 5  H z  t o n e  c o n d u c t e d  b y
H u g o ,  V E 3 K T N .
W e e k e n d  A l l s t a r  N e t s ,  o n  a n
a d  h o c  b a s i s  t h e  E M V _ E
r e p e a t e r  w i l l  b e  l i n k e d
t e m p o r a r i l y  t o  t h e  A l l s t a r
C a n a d a  H u b  f o r  w e e k e n d  n e t s .

h t t p s : / / t h e c a n a d a h u b . c a /
h t t p : / / w w w . e m r g . c a / r e p e a t e r
s . h t m

L O C A L  W E E K L Y  N E T S  ( A L L  C H E C K - I N S  W E L C O M E )

I N F O R M A L  A M A T E U R  R A D I O  R E S T A U R A N T  G A T H E R I N G S

•  Q C W A  C h a p t e r  7 0
B r e a k f a s t  g a t h e r i n g
e v e r y  T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g
a t  7 : 3 0  t o  1 0 : 0 0  A M ,
S u m m e r h a y s  G r i l l ,  1 9 7 2
B a s e l i n e  R d . ,  N e p e a n  -
R e s t a r t e d

•  O r l e a n s  C o f f e e
g a t h e r i n g  e v e r y
F r i d a y  m o r n i n g  a t
9 : 0 0  A M ,  M c D o n a l d ' s
1 8 9 0  I n n e s  R d . ,
O t t a w a ,  K 1 B  3 K 5

 •  Q R P  G r o u p  D i n n e r
m e e t i n g ,  ( o n  h o l d ) ,
S e c o n d  W e d n e s d a y
e v e r y  m o n t h ,  5 : 0 0  P M ,
N e w p o r t  R e s t a u r a n t ,
3 2 2  C h u r c h i l l  A v e  N . ,
O t t a w a

  •  P h o e n i x  N e t
m o n t h l y  B r e a k f a s t
g a t h e r i n g  ( o n  h o l d ) ,
u s u a l l y  t h e  s e c o n d
S a t u r d a y  e v e r y
m o n t h  a t  9 : 0 0  A M ,
C h e c k  w i t h  P e t e
v e 3 x e m @ m y r a c . c a  

V o l u n t e e r  O p p o r t u n i t y :   S i g n  u p  n o w  a s  a  v o l u n t e e r  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r
f o r  t h e  C a n a d i a n  S k i  M a r a t h o n  2 0 2 4  - s e e
h t t p s : / / h a m b o n e . c a / i n d e x . p h p / C S M 2 0 2 4 / H o m e P a g e  

https://thecanadahub.ca/
http://www.emrg.ca/repeaters.htm
http://www.emrg.ca/repeaters.htm
mailto:ve3xem@myrac.ca
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President's Ramblings
W h a t  a  w o n d e r f u l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  d e l i v e r e d  b y  L a w r e n c e  D o b r a n s k i ,  V A 3 I Q
a t  o u r  N o v e m b e r  m e e t i n g ;  w e  h a d  3 2  a t t e n d i n g  i n - p e r s o n  w h i l e  a n o t h e r
2 9  t u n e d - i n  u s i n g  Z o o m .  L a w r e n c e ’ s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o c u s e d  o n  h i s  I C - 9 0 5
V H F - U H F  a n d  S H F  ( m i c r o w a v e )  t r a n s c e i v e r  a n d  h o w  i t  w i l l  b e  u s e d  a s  p a r t
o f  h i s  p r o j e c t  t o  o u t f i t  h i s  t r u c k  a s  a  R o v e r  v e h i c l e  f o r  V H F  c o n t e s t i n g .
W e ’ r e  s u r e  h i s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  t a l k  m a y  i n d e e d  i n s p i r e  s o m e  O V M R C
m e m b e r s  t o  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  A R R L  V H F  c o n t e s t  e v e n t s  t h a t  a r e
s c h e d u l e d  a n n u a l l y  i n  J a n u a r y ,  J u n e  a n d  S e p t e m b e r  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e
c o m p e t i t i o n  c a t e g o r y  f o r  “ F M  o n l y ”  o p e r a t i o n .  T h e r e  m a y  e v e n  b e  a  C l u b
c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  t h e  m a k i n g  f o r  s u c h  a  w i n n e r .  I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  c o n t e s t
i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t :  h t t p s : / / w w w . a r r l . o r g / j a n u a r y - v h f .  L a w r e n c e ’ s
p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  O V M R C . c a  w e b  s i t e  f o r  f u t u r e
r e f e r e n c e .

A s  m e n t i o n e d  a t  t h e  N o v e m b e r  m e e t i n g ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  D e c e m b e r  2 0 t h
g a t h e r i n g  a t  t h e  I B E W  m e e t i n g  h a l l .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  a  h o l i d a y  “ P o t - L u c k ”
d i n n e r  a f f a i r  w i t h  d o o r s  o p e n  a t  5  p m .  T h i s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  b r i n g i n g  s p o u s e s
a n d  g u e s t s  a n d  l o t s  o f  f o o d  t o  s h a r e .  I n  o r d e r  t h a t  w e  k n o w  w h o  w i l l  b e
c o m i n g  w i t h  w h a t  f o o d ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  o n - l i n e  s i g n - u p  s p r e a d  s h e e t  s o
y o u  c a n  r e c o r d  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  d i s h ,  s i d e s  a n d / o r  d e s s e r t s  y o u  w i l l  b e
b r i n g i n g .  N o t e ,  t h e r e  a r e  k i t c h e n  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  h a l l ,  w i t h
s t o v e s  a n d  o v e n s  t o  k e e p  t h i n g s  w a r m  a n d  a  “ f r i g ”  t o  k e e p  t h i n g s  c o l d  a n d
a m p l e  e l e c t r i c a l  o u t l e t s  f o r  h o t  p l a t e s  a n d  s l o w  c o o k e r s  y o u  m a y  w a n t  t o
b r i n g .  T h e  u n i o n  h a l l  a l s o  h a s  a  p e r m i t  t o  s e r v e  “ 8 0 7 ”  r e f r e s h m e n t s  f o r
t h o s e  s o  i n c l i n e d  t o  i n d u l g e .  T h e  C l u b  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d i n g  s o f t  d r i n k s ,
c o f f e e ,  c r e a m  a n d  s w e e t e n e r s ,  p a p e r  p l a t e s  a n d  c u t l e r y  a n d  t h e  e s s e n t i a l
n e c e s s i t i e s  f o r  s u c h  a  g a t h e r i n g .  G o  v i e w  a n d  f i l l  o u t  t h e  o n - l i n e  s h e e t :

h t t p s : / / d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / s p r e a d s h e e t s / d / 1 R S t R H x S p p z K D C k U x 8 K W L _ Y V
S 1 2 m 0 f 7 A z t D p K s f f H N 7 A / e d i t # g i d = 0
o r  c l i c k  h e r e  S I G N - U p  S h e e t  L i n k

W h i l e  I  w a s  w r i t i n g  t h i s  m e s s a g e ,  a n  e m a i l  a r r i v e d  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  K i e r a n
S h e p h e r d  V A 3 K S  p a s s e d  a w a y  s u d d e n l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  o f  N o v  2 4 t h .
T h i s  w a s  s a d  a n d  v e r y  s h o c k i n g  n e w s  t o  m e  a s  w e  w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  a n  o n -
a i r  Q S O  t o g e t h e r  o n l y  a  f e w  d a y s  b e f o r e  o n  t h e  T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g  2  m  S S B
n e t  o n  1 4 4 . 2 5 0  M H z .  K i e r a n  s e e m e d  i n  f i n e  f o r m  t h e n  a n d  w a s  a w a i t i n g
g o o d  c r i s p  c o l d  w e a t h e r  t o  d o  y e t  a n o t h e r  “ P a r k s - O n - T h e - A i r ”  a c t i v a t i o n
w h i l e  w i n t e r  c a m p i n g .  R e c a l l  f o l k s  K i e r a n ’ s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  C l u b  a t
t h e  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 2  m e e t i n g  b y  Z o o m  t h a t  h i g h l i g h t e d  h i s  w i n t e r  “ P O T A ”
a c t i v a t i o n s .  I  o f t e n  t o l d  K i e r a n  I  c o n s i d e r e d  h i m  t h e  P O T A  K i n g  a n d  h i s
r e s p o n s e  w a s  a l w a y s  a  m o d e s t  c h u c k l e .  P l e a s e  v i s i t  h i s  P O T A  p a g e :
h t t p s : / / p o t a . a p p / # / p r o f i l e / V A 3 K S % 2 F S K  a n d  m a r v e l  w h a t  K i e r a n   

https://www.arrl.org/january-vhf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RStRHxSppzKDCkUx8KWL_YVS12m0f7AztDpKsffHN7A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RStRHxSppzKDCkUx8KWL_YVS12m0f7AztDpKsffHN7A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RStRHxSppzKDCkUx8KWL_YVS12m0f7AztDpKsffHN7A/edit#gid=0
https://pota.app/#/profile/VA3KS%2FSK
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a c h i e v e d ;  h e  c e r t a i n l y  h a d  n o  e q u a l  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  i n  a l l  o f
C a n a d a .  L o o k  f o r  h i s  t r i b u t e  p a g e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  t h e  R a m b l e r .

F o r  o u r  J a n u a r y  m e e t i n g ,  w e  a r e  s t i l l  o p e n  f o r  a  g o o d  t o p i c  t o  p r e s e n t .
P e r h a p s  w e  c a n  h a v e  s o m e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p .  T h a t  s a i d ,
w e  h a v e  s o m e  i n - h o u s e  t o p i c s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  c o v e r  s u c h  a s  t h e  g o o d  w o r k
b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  H u g o  b r i n g i n g  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e
O V M R C  a n d  t r a n s c r i b i n g  t h e  m a n y  l o g  b o o k s  o f  t h e  V E 3 J W  e x h i b i t  s t a t i o n
i n t o  A D I  f i l e s  c o m p a t i b l e  f o r  u p l o a d i n g  t o  t h e  n e w l y  c r e a t e d  L o g - B o o k -
O f - T h e - W o r l d  A c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  s t a t i o n  c a l l  s i g n .  

O n  a n o t h e r  t o p i c ,  w e  a r e  a c t i v e  n o w  m a k i n g  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  C l u b  r e p e a t e r
h o s t e d  a t  t h e  Q T H  o f  M a r c  V E 3 B O E  a t  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f
M e t c a l f e .  T h e  r e p e a t e r  b y  i t s e l f  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  Y a e s u  S y s t e m  F u s i o n
o p e r a t i o n  a n d  p e r m i t s  Y a e s u  d i g i t a l  v o i c e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s
a n a l o g u e  F M .  M a r c  o f t e n  e n g a g e s  t h e  r e p e a t e r  W e d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g s  w i t h
h i s  n o d e  r a d i o  t o  t h e  W i r e s - X  s y s t e m  t o  t h e  “ C Q - C a n a d a ”  r o o m  f o r  l o c a l
h a m s  w i t h  Y a e s u  F u s i o n  r a d i o s  t o  c h e c k  i n t o  t h e  C r o s s - C a n a d a  n e t
c o n d u c t e d  a t  9  p . m .  E a s t e r n  t i m e .  T h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  t h a t  u s e  t h e  r e p e a t e r
f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  b u t  w e  b e l i e v e  t h e  r e p e a t e r  w o u l d  g e t  b e t t e r  u s e  i f  w e
m a d e  V E 3 T W O  c a p a b l e  o f  “ m u l t i - m o d e ”  d i g i t a l  o p e r a t i o n .  T h i s  c a n  b e
a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  t h e  a t t a c h m e n t  o f  a  P i - S t a r  c o n t r o l  s y s t e m  t h a t  c o u l d
p r o v i d e  o p e r a t i o n  o n  D - S t a r ,  D M R  a n d  F u s i o n  w i t h  l i v e  n e t w o r k
c o n n e c t i v i t y .  

D e p e n d i n g  o n  h o w  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o m e s  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  m a y  p r o v i d e  a  b r i e f i n g
o n  t h i s  a t  t h e  J a n u a r y  m e e t i n g .  A l s o ,  t h e r e  i s  w o r k  b e i n g  d o n e  b y  o u r  I T
s p e c i a l i s t  a n d  w e b m a s t e r  A d a m ,  V A 3 I R D  t o  p l a c e  “ i n - t h e - c l o u d ”  o u r  v e r y
o w n  O V M R C  “ A l l S t a r L i n k ”  h u b  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h o s e  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n
A l l S t a r L i n k  n o d e s  a n d  a l s o ,  h o p e f u l l y ,  a n  O V M R C  A l l S t a r L I n k  r e p e a t e r  c a n
b e  l i n k e d  i n t o  t h i s  h u b  a s  w e l l .  W e  a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e
V E 3 M P C  r e p e a t e r  h a r d w a r e  t o  d o  j u s t  t h a t .  T h e  b i g  c h a l l e n g e  i n  t h i s
r e g a r d  i s  t o  f i n d  a  s u i t a b l e  l o c a t i o n  t o  i n s t a l l  s u c h  e q u i p m e n t  t o  p r o v i d e
r e s p e c t a b l e  R F  c o v e r a g e  i n  t h e  O t t a w a  a r e a .

S o ,  a s  w e  s a y  g o o d  b y e  t o  2 0 2 3  a n d  h e l l o  t o  2 0 2 4 ,  w e  w i l l  b e  r e p o r t i n g  o n
s o m e t h i n g  o l d  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  a t  t h e  J a n u a r y  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f
t h e  O t t a w a  V a l l e y  M o b i l e  R a d i o  C l u b .

H a p p y  H o l i d a y  S e a s o n

7 3  N o r m  R a s h l e i g h ,  V E 3 L C
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D a t e  /  T i m e :  W e d n e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 2 3  a t  7 : 1 6  P M

L o c a t i o n :  I B E W ,  1 1 7 8  R a i n b o w  S t r e e t ,  O t t a w a ,  a n d  v i a  Z O O M  f o r  o n - l i n e
a t t e n d a n c e .

1 )  C a l l  t o  o r d e r :

O V M R C  P r e s i d e n t  N o r m  R a s h l e i g h  V E 3 L C  c a l l e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  o r d e r  a t
7 : 1 6  P M .  T h e r e  w e r e  3 2  o f f i c i a l  c h e c k - i n s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  a n d  2 9
p r e s e n t  v i a  Z o o m  o n - l i n e .

2 )  A g e n d a  a n d  M e e t i n g  C o n t e n t :

N o r m  V E 3 L C  o u t l i n e d  t h e  a g e n d a  f o r  t o n i g h t ' s  m e e t i n g  t h a t  i n c l u d e s :  

G r e e t i n g s  a n d  s p e c i a l  w e l c o m i n g  o f  n e w  h a m s  a n d  n e w  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
c l u b  a n d  a s  w e l l  a s  g u e s t s .
A p p r o v a l  o f  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  2 0 2 3  m e e t i n g .
F i e l d  D a y  2 0 2 3  r e s u l t s  –  N o r m  V E 3 L C .
F e a t u r e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  L a w r e n c e  V A 3 I Q  a n d  h i s  I C O M  I C - 9 0 5
V H F / U H F /  a n d  S H F  t r a n s c e i v e r  a n d  V H F  c o n t e s t  R o v e r  o p e r a t i o n .
P r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  v o t e  o n  C l u b  B u d g e t  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 3 / 2 4  S e a s o n  b y  N i c o l e
V E 3 G I Q .
R e v i e w  o f  t h e  O c t o b e r  R a m b l e r  b y  A l a n  V A 3 I A H .
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  C h a i r p e r s o n  r e p o r t s .
M e e t i n g  a d j o u r n m e n t  f o l l o w e d  b y  s o c i a l i z i n g  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g  h a l l .  C o f f e e
a n d  d o n u t s  a v a i l a b l e .

3 )  W e l c o m e  a n d  G u e s t  G r e e t i n g s :

N o r m  V E 3 L C  o p e n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  b y  e x t e n d i n g  a  w e l c o m e  t o  g u e s t s ,
v i s i t o r s ,  a n d  n e w  h a m s  w h o  w e r e  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  m e e t i n g .  G u e s t s  t o n i g h t
i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  g u e s t s  f r o m  R o c k l a n d  -  J i m  V A 3 K V ,  M a r i o  V E 3 W P Z ,  C h a d
V E 3 O U O ,  a n d  S u e  V E 3 F S S  f r o m  K i n g s t o n .  N e w  m e m b e r  V E 3 R R B  B o b ,
M e t c a l f e  w h o  i s  r e c e n t l y  b a c k  t o  t h e  h o b b y .  B o b  r e c e n t l y  p u r c h a s e d  t h e
O V M R C  V E 3 J W  t o w e r .  N o r m  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  o t h e r  r e c e n t  n e w  m e m b e r s
s i n c e  A u g u s t  2 0 2 3  -  C a l  V A 3 Z L A ,  A n t e  V A 2 B B W  ( A n t e  i s  t h e  a w a r d s
m a n a g e r  f o r  R A C ) ,  R u s s e l l  V E 3 F S N ,  a n d  t h r e e  s i b l i n g s - C a r m e n  V E 3 H H C ,
E l i z a b e t h  V E 3 L C E ,  a n d  F e r n a n d  C h a r l e b o i s  V A 3 L M A ,  a s  w e l l  a s  A r m i n
V A 3 Y B ,  S h a u n  V E 3 V H U ,  W i l l  V A 3 O D W ,  D o n a l d  V E 3 Z Z I  a n d  N a t a l i e  V E 3 I B X .
A  v e r y  b i g  w e l c o m e  t o  a l l .

OVMRC November Minutes 
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4 )  A p p r o v a l  o f  M i n u t e s  f r o m  P r e v i o u s  M e e t i n g :

M O T I O N :  M o v e d  b y  B i l l  V A 3 H W A  a n d  s e c o n d e d  b y  H u g o  V E 3 K T N  t h a t  t h e
m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  O V M R C  m e e t i n g  h e l d  W e d n e s d a y ,  O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  b e
a p p r o v e d .  

V O T E :  N o  O b j e c t i o n s .

C A R R I E D .  

5 )  F i e l d  D a y  2 0 2 3  R e s u l t s  –  N o r m  V E 3 L C :

N o r m  V E 3 L C  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  O V M R C  F i e l d  D a y  2 0 2 3  r e s u l t s  a s  p o s t e d  i n  t h e
D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3  i s s u e  o f  Q S T  m a g a z i n e .  1 3  m e m b e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e
2 0 2 3  A R R L  F i e l d  D a y  e v e n t  i n  s e v e r a l  c l a s s e s .  T h e  c l u b  d i d  n o t  d o  a s  w e l l
i n  t o t a l  a g g r e g a t e  s c o r e  t h i s  y e a r  -  1 6 ,  8 1 0  p o i n t s  a s  o p p o s e d  t o
2 1 , 0 8 7 p o i n t s  i n  2 0 2 2 .  P a t  V E 3 K J Q  a l s o  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  c l u b  r e s u l t s .  P a t
n o t e d  t h e  c l u b  w a s  i n  5 t h  p l a c e  f o r  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  n u m b e r
o f  p e o p l e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  H e  f u r t h e r  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  t o p  t w o  c l u b s  h a d  2 8  a n d
2 2  m e m b e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  T h e  c l u b s  w h o  w e r e  i n  3 r d  a n d  4 t h  p l a c e  h a d  1 5
a n d  1 6  m e m b e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  r e s p e c t i v e l y  –  s o  o n l y  a  f e w  m o r e
p a r t i c i p a n t s  c o u l d  h a v e  i m p r o v e d  o u r  s c o r e .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e
a g g r e g a t e  s c o r e  w e  w e r e  d o w n  a n d  i f  w e  h a d  f o u r  m o r e  s t a t i o n s  m a k i n g
a b o u t  4 0  c o n t a c t s  e a c h ,  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  m o v e d  u s  u p  i n  t h e  s t a n d i n g s
c o n s i d e r a b l y .  O V M R C  V P  R o b  V E 3 R X H  h a s  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  t a k e  o v e r  a s  t h e
c l u b  F i e l d  D a y  c h a i r m a n  f o r  2 0 2 4 .

N o r m  V E 3 L C  i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  e v e n i n g ' s  s p e a k e r ,  L a w r e n c e  D o b r a n k s i
V A 3 I Q ,  w h o  i s  a n  e n g i n e e r  b y  p r o f e s s i o n  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  c y b e r - s e c u r i t y ,
w h o  b e g a n  h i s  c a r e e r  i n  1 9 8 4 .  L a w r e n c e ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e
c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  I C O M  I C - 9 0 5  a n d  h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  d e s i g n i n g  a n d
b u i l d i n g  o f  a  c o n t e s t  r o v e r  s t a t i o n .  L a w r e n c e  b e g a n  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y
o u t l i n i n g  h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  w i t h  r a d a r  s y s t e m s .  H e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t
a n  o p e r a t o r ,  b u t  a  b u i l d e r  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t e r .

L a w r e n c e  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  W e s t - C a r l e t o n  A m a t e u r  R a d i o  C l u b  ( W C A R C )
i s  a  s m a l l  c l u b  b u t  t e c h n i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d .  T h e y  d o  n o t  d o  F i e l d  D a y .  I n s t e a d ,
t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  V H F / U H F  c o n t e s t s  a n d  v e r y  m u c h  r e l y  o n
t h e i r  c l u b  m e m b e r s  t o  b e  r o v e r s .  H i s  c u r r e n t  p r o j e c t  i s  t o  b u i l d  a  6  m e t e r
t o  3 c m  c o n t e s t  r o v e r .

I n  J u n e  2 0 2 3  h e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  4 - b a n d  ( 6 m ,  2 m ,  1 . 2 5 m ,  7 0 c m )  c o n t e s t  a n d
h i s  s e t  u p  w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o  o p e r a t e  f r o m  t h e  t a i l b o a r d  o r  b a c k  s e a t  o f  h i s
t r u c k .  H i s  r o v e r  s e t u p  a t  t h e  t i m e  i n c l u d e d  a n  Y a e s u  F T - 9 9 1 A  “ s h a c k  i n  a
b o x ”  w i t h  a n  I C O M  I C - 7 0 5  a s  a n  I F  c o n v e r t e r  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a  t r a n s v e r t e r .   
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H e  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  I C - 7 0 5  h a s  a  b e a u t i f u l  s p e c t r u m  s c o p e  a n d  i t  v e r y
p o r t a b l e .  P o w e r  w a s  s u p p l i e d  b y  a  H o n d a  1 0 0 0  w a t t  g e n e r a t o r  a n d  3 0  a m p
s u p p l y .  L o g g i n g  w a s  v i a  N 3 F J P  V H F  c o n t e s t  l o g  s o f t w a r e ,  b u t  h e  r e p o r t e d
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  i s s u e s  w i t h  i t  f o r  r o v i n g  w o r k  a n d  i t  d o e s  n o t  h a n d l e
t r a n s v e r t e r s  v e r y  w e l l .

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  g e t t i n g  o r g a n i z e d  f o r  a  c o n t e s t ,  L a w r e n c e  s a y s  a u t o m a t i n g
a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e  i s  m o s t  b e n e f i c i a l .  T o o l s  s u c h  a s  G r i d u i n o  ( d e d i c a t e d
G P S  t r a c k e r )  i s  m o s t  u s e f u l .  I t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h e  s e t
u p  w o r k s ,  i s  s t a b l e ,  r e p e a t a b l e  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e .  O p e r a t i n g  l o c a t i o n s  n e e d
t o  b e  p l a n n e d  o u t  i n  a d v a n c e .  C o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  h a m s  a n d  u s i n g
t e c h n i q u e s  s u c h  a s  r o v e r  c i r c l i n g  i s  a  v e r y  u s e f u l  a c t i v i t y .  D M R  r a d i o s  c a n
a l s o  b e  v e r y  u s e f u l  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  v i a  a  t a l k  g r o u p .

L a w r e n c e  t h e n  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  p l a n n e d  r o v e r  s e t u p  f o r  2 0 2 4  u s i n g  a n
I C O M  I C - 7 0 5  a n d  a n  I C O M  I C - 9 0 5 .  T h e  I C - 7 0 5  w i l l  p r o v i d e  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e
6  m e t e r  b a n d  a n d  c o v e r a g e  o f  2 2 2  M H z .  a n d  9 0 2 / 9 0 3  M H z .  v i a
t r a n s v e r t e r s .  L a w r e n c e  t h e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  s e t u p  u s i n g  a  d i a g r a m
d e p i c t i n g  h o w  t h e  I C - 7 0 5  w i l l  b e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a n t e n n a  s w i t c h i n g  a n d  C A T
c o n t r o l l e r  f u n c t i o n s ,  a n d  s e q u e n c e r  o p e r a t i o n .  H e  a l s o  e l a b o r a t e d  o n  t h e
u s e  o f  b a n d  p a s s  f i l t e r s  a n d  t h e  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  o p e r a t i n g  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g
t h e  r a d i o s  i n  t h e  c h a i n .  H e  t h e n  t a l k e d  a b o u t  w h a t  w a s  t e n t a t i v e l y  p l a n n e d
f o r  R o v e r  M k  I I I  i n  2 0 2 5 .

L a w r e n c e  t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  h o w  t h e  I C - 9 0 5  w i l l  b e  u s e d  f o r  r o v e r  o p e r a t i o n s
i n  J u n e  2 0 2 4 .  T h e  I C - 9 0 5  w i l l  p r o v i d e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  2 m ,  7 0 c m ,  2 3 c m ,  a n d  1 3
c m .  H e  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a  t e c h n i c a l  d i a g r a m  o f  t h e  p l a n n e d  s e t u p  u s i n g
a n t e n n a  s w i t c h i n g  a n d  C A T  c o n t r o l l i n g  f u n c t i o n s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  u s e d  f o r
t h e  I C - 7 0 5 .
H e  s h o w e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  d e s i g n  f o r  h o o k i n g  i t  u p  i n  t h e  v e h i c l e .  H e  t h e n
m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  I C O M  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  b a n d  d e c o d e  f o r  s w i t c h i n g  –  a n d  h e
c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  a  d e s i g n  d e f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  r a d i o .  D e p l o y m e n t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o
t h a t  f o r  t h e  I C - 7 0 5 ,  w i t h  a n t e n n a  s w i t c h i n g ,  C A T  c o n t r o l l e r ,  s e q u e n c e r s
a n d  b a n d  p a s s  f i l t e r s .  T h e  I C - 9 0 5  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a t  5 c m  -  2 w a t t s  o u t p u t  a n d
a t  1 0  G H z .  –  1 / 2  w a t t  o u t p u t .  

L a w r e n c e  b r o u g h t  a  d i s h  a n t e n n a  ( 1 0  G H z .  t r a n s v e r t e r  a n d  R F  m o d u l e )  f o r
h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s  m u c h  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  s e t u p  a n d  h e  e x p l a i n e d
h o w  t h e  t r a n s v e r t e r  i s  d r i v e n  i n  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  H e  s u s p e c t s  h e  m a y  n o t
a c t u a l l y  o p e r a t e  5  G H z .  i n  t h e  J u n e  2 0 2 4  c o n t e s t ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  i n  a  l a t e r
o n e .

H e  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  a p p r o a c h  b y  I C O M  w i t h  t h e  E t h e r n e t  m o d u l e
i s  v e r y  u s e f u l  a n d  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  t h i s  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  I C O M
r a d i o s .  W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  c o n t e s t  r o v i n g ,  L a w r e n c e  r u n s  p o i n t  a n d  s h o o t
w i t h  h i s  c o n t e s t i n g  o p e r a t i o n .  S t o p ,  s e t u p ,  t e a r  d o w n  a n d  m o v e  o n .  
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H e  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  h i s  p o w e r  l e v e l s  a r e  g o o d  –  a n d  h e  i s  n o t  r u n n i n g
k i l o w a t t  l e v e l s  l i k e  m a n y  o t h e r  c o n t e s t e r s .  H e  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  2 0 2 5
a n d  p l a n s  t o  r u n  S O 2 R  ( S i n g l e  O p e r a t o r ,  T w o  R a d i o s )  w i t h  r u n  a n d  g u n
s u p p o r t .  H e  i s  c u r r e n t  l o o k i n g  a t  a m p l i f i e r s  f o r  5  G H z .  a n d  1 0  G H z .
c o v e r a g e  b u t  t h e y  a r e  e x p e n s i v e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  m a n y  o f  t h e  s m a l l  v e n d o r s
f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  i n  b u s i n e s s .  H e  p l a n s  t o  m o v e  t h e
5  G H z .  a n d  1 0  G H z .  s e t u p  t o  h i s  t r u c k  a n d  w i l l  u s e  a  Y A E S U  F T - 8 5 7 D  w h i c h
w i l l  b e  t h e  m o b i l e  r u n  a n d  g u n  p l a t f o r m .

L a w r e n c e  t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  d e s c r i b i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  I C - 9 0 5
w h i c h  i s  a  1 4 4 ,  4 3 0 / 4 4 0 ,  1 2 0 0 ,  2 4 0 0 ,  5 6 0 0  M H z .  a n d  1 0  G H z .  a l l  m o d e
t r a n s c e i v e r .  H e  s a y s  i t  h a s  a  b e a u t i f u l  f o r m  f a c t o r  a n d  i t  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o
t h e  I C - 7 0 5 .  L a w r e n c e  t h e n  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  t e c h n i c a l  f e a t u r e s  o f
t h e  I C - 9 0 5  t h a t  a r e  s t a n d a r d  r i g h t  o u t  o f  t h e  b o x .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  i t  i s  v e r y
i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  I C - 9 0 5  h a s  t h e  s a m e  f o r m  f a c t o r  a s  t h e  I C - 7 0 5 .  W h a t
h e  i s  s e e i n g  w i t h  I C O M  i s  p r o d u c t  p l a t f o r m  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  h e  s u g g e s t e d
t h a t  t h e  d e s i g n  i s  l i k e l y  a  s t a n d a r d  I C O M  “ p r o d u c t  p l a t f o r m ” .  H e  s u g g e s t e d
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a d i n g  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  T h e  P o w e r  o f  P r o d u c t
P l a t f o r m s ,  b y  M e y e r  a n d  L e h n e r d .

T h e  I C - 9 0 5  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  I C - 7 0 5  i n  o p e r a t i o n  b u t  i n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  H F
f r e q u e n c i e s ,  i t  h a s  V H F  a n d  U H F  f r e q u e n c i e s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  f i l t e r s  a n d  v e r y
i n t e r e s t i n g  D - S t a r  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  T h e  s p e c t r u m  s c o p e  w o r k s  v e r y  w e l l .  I t  h a s
n i c e  k e y i n g  a n d  a n d  n i c e  s p e a k e r  a n d  m i c r o p h o n e  f u n c t i o n s .  L a w r e n c e ' s
v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  r a d i o  i s  f r o m  l a t e r  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  s o m e  o f
t h e  i d i o s y n c r a s i e s  t h a t  e a r l i e r  u n i t s  h a v e .  T h e  r a d i o  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  b u i l t
i n  b a t t e r y .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  I C O M  s u p p l i e s  a  l o t  o f  f e r r i t e  b e a d s  w h i c h
s u g g e s t s  t h e r e  m a y  b e  s o m e  w a y w a r d  R F  i s s u e s .  T h e  r a d i o  i s  v e r y
e x p e n s i v e .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  R a d i o w o r l d  w i l l  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  i t  a n d  t h e i r  c u r r e n t
p r i c e  i s  h i g h l y  c o m p e t i t i v e .

T h e  I C - 7 0 5  a n d  I C - 9 0 5  s h a r e  m a n y  t h i n g s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  I C - 9 0 5  d o e s  n o t
h a v e  W i F i  o r  B l u e t o o t h .  I t  d o e s  h a v e  a  s e p a r a t e  c o n t r o l l e r  a n d  R F  m o d u l e .
T h e  G P S  i s  p h e n o m e n a l  a n d  h a s  a  v e r y  s t a b l e  f r e q u e n c y  r e f e r e n c e .  H e
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  I C O M  I C - 9 0 5  1 0  G H z .  t r a n s v e r t e r  a v a i l a b l e .  H e
m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  I C - 9 0 5  1 0 - p i n  c o n n e c t o r  i s  n o t  d e t a i l e d  b y  I C O M  a t
t h i s  t i m e ,  a n d  a m a t e u r s  n e e d  t o  b e  a w a r e  o f  t h i s .  I t  s  a  b i g  i s s u e  t h a t  i s
s l o w i n g  d o w n  i t s  a d o p t i o n  a s  h o o k i n g  u p  m u l t i p l e  t r a n s c e i v e r s  i s  v e r y
i m p o r t a n t .

S o  w h a t  i s  n e x t  f o r  t h e  I C - 9 0 5 ?  T h e r e  m a y  b e  a  2 4  G H z .  d i s h  a n d
t r a n s v e r t e r  c o m i n g  u p  a s  w e l l  a s  1 0  G H z .  a n d  2 4  G H z .  b a n d  p a s s  f i l t e r s .
T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  r u m o u r s  o f  a  4 9  G H z .  d i s h .  L a w r e n c e  m e n t i o n e d  h e  i s  a  v e r y
b i g  f a n  o f  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m  –  u s e  i t  o r  l o s e  i t .  L a w r e n c e  s a y s  i f
a n y o n e  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m i c r o w a v e  t h e  W e s t - C a r l e t o n  c l u b  w i l l  h a v e  a
m i c r o w a v e  a c t i v i t y  d a y  o n c e  a  m o n t h .
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H e  t h e n  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s :  H u g o  V E 3 K T N  t h a n k e d
L a w r e n c e  f o r  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  r a d i o .  H e  a s k e d
a b o u t  t h e  s e t u p  h e  b r o u g h t  i n  a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a b o u t  n o i s e  l e v e l s  a n d
s i g n a l  l o s s  f r o m  a n t e n n a  t o  t r a n s v e r t e r .  L a w r e n c e  s a i d  t h e  l o s s  w o u l d
w o u l d  o n l y  b e  . 1  d B  o r  s o .  T h e r e  w a s  t h e n  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  a n t e n n a
t y p e s  a n d  f e e d i n g  t h e m .  

T h e r e  w a s  a  f o l l o w  u p  q u e s t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  G P S
f r e q u e n c y  s t a n d a r d  w h e n  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  m i c r o w a v e  f r e q u e n c y  b a n d s  a n d
w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  a d e q u a t e .  L a w r e n c e  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  i t  w a s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  m a y
b e  s o m e  d r i f t  o v e r  t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  u n i t  i s  p l u g  a n d  p l a y  a n d  h e  i s  s a t i s f i e d
w i t h  i t s  a c c u r a c y .

R o b  V E 3 R X H  a s k e d  h o w  h e  g e t s  p o w e r  a n d  L a w r e n c e  c o n f i r m e d  P O E  i s  u s e d
a t  4 8  v o l t s .  I n  a n s w e r  t o  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  m o d e s  u s e d  h e  c o n f i r m e d
t h a t  w h e n  o p e r a t i n g  r o v e r ,  s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  m o d e s  f o r  S S B ,  C W  a n d  F T 8
a r e  u s e d .

F r a n k  V E 3 Y Y  m e n t i o n e d  h e  h a s  a n  I C O M  I C - 9 7 0 0  a s  d o  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  a n d  h e
h a s  o n l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  o n  1 . 2  G H z .  i n t o  a  d u m m y  l o a d .  H e ' s  i n  a n  a p a r t m e n t
t h a t  f a c e s  w e s t  a n d  h e  i s  1 0 0  f e e t  u p .  I s  t h e r e  a n y o n e  t o  c o n t a c t  o n  t h i s
f r e q u e n c y ?  L a w r e n c e  s a y s  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  a m a t e u r s  o n  1 . 2  G H z .  i n  t h e  W e s t
C a r l e t o n  C l u b ,  b u t  h e  i s  n o t  s u r e  h o w  a c t i v e  t h e y  a r e .  O n  c o n t e s t
w e e k e n d s ,  1 . 2  G H z .  i s  v e r y  b u s y .  C o n t a c t s  a r e  m a d e  o n  2  m e t e r  a n d  t h e n
f r e q u e n c i e s  a r e  s t e p p e d .  T h e  T u e s d a y  N i g h t  U p p e r  F r e q u e n c y  N e t  m i g h t  b e
u s e f u l  t o  t r y  t h e  r a d i o .  A  l o o p  Y a g i  m i g h t  b e  a  u s e f u l  a n t e n n a  t o  t r y  o u t  a s
w e l l .  L a w r e n c e  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  t h e r e  i s  a  f a m o u s  l a w n  c h a i r  l o o p  t o  t r y  f o r
a  6  m e t e r  a n t e n n a  –  l o w  c o s t  a n d  c o m p a c t .  

T h e r e  w a s  a  q u e s t i o n  f r o m  t h e  o n - l i n e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  N a b e e l  a s k e d  i f  i t  i s
n o r m a l  E t h e r n e t  t r a f f i c  o r  n o n  n o r m a l .  I t  i s  8 0 2 . 3  E t h e r n e t  b u t  L a w r e n c e
s a y s  t h a t  i t  i s  b e i n g  r e v e r s e  e n g i n e e r e d  b y  a  g r o u p  t o  d i s c o v e r  i t s
t e c h n i c a l i t i e s .  L a w r e n c e  s a y s  h e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  N o r m  V E 3 L C  w i t h  a  r e v e r s e
e n g i n e e r i n g  p a p e r  f o r  i n t e r e s t .

N o r m  t h a n k e d  L a w r e n c e  f o r  a  w o n d e r f u l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  h o p e s  t h i s  m a y
m a y  e n c o u r a g e  m o r e  a m a t e u r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  J u n e  V H F  c o n t e s t .
N o r m ,  V E 3 L C ,  t h e n  a w a r d e d  L a w r e n c e  w i t h  a n  O V M R C  s p e c i a l  c o f f e e  m u g
a s  a  t h a n k - y o u  g i f t .

7 )  P r o j e c t s ,  H a v e s ,  W a n t s  a n d  A n n o u n c e m e n t s :

H a v e s :  F r a n k  V E 3 Y Y  s p o k e  a b o u t  s o m e  i t e m s  h e  h a d  b r o u g h t  t o  t h i s
e v e n i n g s  m e e t i n g .  H e  h a s  s o m e  d i g i t a l  I P  p h o n e s  t h a t  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r
H a m s h a c k  H o t l i n e .  H e  m e n t i o n e d  h e  h a s  t w o  m o d e l s  a n d  t h e s e  s e l l  f o r
$ 3 0 . 0 0  o r  $ 5 0 . 0 0  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  m o d e l .  I f  i n t e r e s t e d  c o n t a c t  F r a n k
V E 3 Y Y  o r  N o r m  V E 3 L C .  
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W a n t s :  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  w a n t s  t h i s  e v e n i n g .

8 )  O V M R C  B u d g e t  P r e s e n t a t i o n  -  N i c o l e  V E 3 G I Q  O V M R C  T r e a s u r e r ,  v i a
Z o o m :  N o r m  V E 3 L C  i n v i t e d  N i c o l e  V E 3 G I Q  t o  d i s c u s s  a n d  i n t r o d u c e  t h e
O V M R C  b u d g e t  f o r  t h i s  y e a r .

N i c o l e  b e g a n  h e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i t h  a  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w h i c h  s h e  u s e d  t o
o u t l i n e  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  t o  t h e  b u d g e t  –  f o r e c a s t i n g  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  a n d
h o w  i t  i n f o r m s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e .  S h e  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  h e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n
s h e  w i l l  p e r i o d i c a l l y  s t o p  a n d  i n v i t e  q u e s t i o n s .

N i c o l e  d i s c u s s e d  v a r i o u s  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t h e  b u d g e t ,  i n c l u d i n g  e x p e n s e
p r e s s u r e s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  i t e m s  o f  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  b u d g e t  p r e s e n t a t i o n :

B a n k  c h a r g e s  a r e  n o w  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $ 7 2 . 0 0 .
I n t e r e s t  o n  G I C s  –  t h i s  w a s  a n  o n g o i n g  b u d g e t  i t e m  f o r  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s ,
h o w e v e r  t h e  G I C  i n v e s t m e n t  h a s  n o w  m a t u r e d  a n d  b e e n  c a s h e d  o u t  a s  o f
O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3 .  W e  c o l l e c t e d  $ 6 7 5 . 0 0  i n  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h i s  i n v e s t m e n t .
M e m b e r s h i p  D u e s  -  T h e  c l u b  e s t i m a t e d  $ 2 3 4 0 . 0 0  l a s t  y e a r  i n
m e m b e r s h i p  d u e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  a c t u a l l y  c o l l e c t e d  $ 3 0 7 5 . 0 0 .  M e m b e r s h i p
i n c r e a s e d  l a s t  y e a r  t o  o v e r  1 3 0  a n d  w i t h  a n t i c i p a t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  m e m b e r s
t h i s  y e a r ,  m e m b e r s h i p  d u e s  a r e  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $ 3 2 0 0 . 0 0 .
F a c i l i t y  R e n t  -  E x p e n s e s  a r e  $ 0 . 0 0  t h a n k s  t o  C o l i n  V A 3 C S G  a n d  t h e  u s e
o f  t h e  I B E W  f a c i l i t y .  
R A C  L i a b i l i t y  I n s u r a n c e  –  t h i s  i s  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  m e m b e r s
a n d  t h e  c l u b .  T h e  c o s t  f o r  i n s u r a n c e  h a s  b e e n  i n c r e a s i n g  a n d  t h o s e
c o s t s  a r e  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $ 9 0 0 . 0 0  t h i s  y e a r .
R A C  C l u b  A f f i l i a t i o n  –  t h i s  i s  n o t  e x p e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h i s  y e a r .
P o s t  B o x  R e n t a l  –  L a s t  y e a r  t h e  c o s t  w a s  $ 2 3 0 . 5 2  a n d  o f  t h i s  d a t e  w e
d o n ' t  k n o w  t h e  a c t u a l  c o s t  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r ,  b u t  e s t i m a t e  a t  $ 2 3 5 . 0 0 .
Z o o m  L e a s i n g  –  t h i s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  $ 2 2 6 . 0 0  t o  $ 2 9 1 . 0 0 .
L i c e n s e  E x a m i n e r  E x p e n s e s  –  T h i s  i s  m i n i m a l  c o s t  -  $ 5 0 . 0 0 .  A l t h o u g h
t h e  c l u b  n o  l o n g  c o n d u c t s  a m a t e u r  r a d i o  c o u r s e s ,  w e  s t i l l  d o  c a n d i d a t e
e x a m s .
B u l k  p u r c h a s e s  –  t h i s  i s  t h e  p r o g r a m  w h e r e  t h e  c l u b  p u r c h a s e s  c o a x i a l
c a b l e ,  c o n n e c t o r s  a n d  t o r o i d s  a t  w h o l e s a l e  p r i c e s ,  a n d  r e s e l l s  t h o s e
i t e m s  t o  c l u b  m e m b e r s  a t  c o s t  ( l e s s  t h e  H S T  a n d  s h i p p i n g ) .  L a s t  y e a r  t h e
c l u b  e s t i m a t e d  $ 1 4 8 7 . 0 0  i n  p u r c h a s e s  b u t  d u e  t o  a d d i t i o n a l  d e m a n d  t h e
c l u b  s p e n t  $ 5 9 3 7 . 0 0 .  T h i s  i s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  p o p u l a r  p r o g r a m .  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e r e  w a s  a  q u e s t i o n  f r o m  N a b e e l  a b o u t  t h e  Z o o m  c o s t .  H e
a s k e d  i f  t h e  Z o o m  p r i c e  w a s  d i s c o u n t e d  f o r  n o t  f o r  p r o f i t  g r o u p s .  N o r m
V E 3 L C  i n d i c a t e d  h e  w a s  u n a w a r e  i f  s u c h  a  d i s c o u n t  w a s  a v a i l a b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,
i t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  l o o k e d  i n t o .  N e i l  V E 3 P U E  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e
w a s  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  Z o o m  d o e s  n o t  o f f e r  a  d i s c o u n t  f o r  n o n - p r o f i t
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
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C l u b  D i s c r e t i o n a r y  E x p e n s e s  –  t h i s  c o n c e r n s  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  Y O T A ,
D A R F  a n d  t h e  R A C  F o u n d a t i o n .  D A R F  a n d  R A C  a r e  a l l o c a t e d  $ 2 0 0 . 0 0
e a c h  i n  t h e  b u d g e t .  Y O T A  w a s  a  o n e - t i m e  c o m m i t m e n t  w i t h  a n
i n v e s t m e n t  o f  $ 1 2 5 0 . 0 0  l a s t  y e a r .  
S p e c i a l  E v e n t s  a n d  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  –  t h i s  i n c l u d e s  c l u b  o u t i n g s / e v e n t s
s u c h  a s  F i e l d  D a y ,  P O T A  a n d  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  M e e t i n g ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h e s e
l i n e  i t e m s  a r e  r e a l l y  a b o u t  f o o d / r e f r e s h m e n t  c o s t s .  T h e  c l u b  h a d  n o
o u t i n g s  l a s t  y e a r  s o  n o  c o s t s  a r e  i n d i c a t e d .  T h i s  y e a r  t h e  c l u b  h a s
c o m m i t t e d  $ 2 5 0 . 0 0  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  F i e l d  D a y ,  P O T A ,  a n d  o t h e r  o u t d o o r
e v e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  c l u b  m e e t i n g s .
O V M R C  A w a r d s  p r o g r a m  –  $ 1 5 0 . 0 0  h a s  b e e n  a l l o c a t e d  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  n e w
a m a t e u r s .
Y e a r - e n d  d o o r  p r i z e s  –  $ 1 2 0 0  w a s  b u d g e t e d  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  w e  s p e n t
$ 1 3 8 1 . 0 0 .  T h i s  y e a r  t h e  c l u b  h a s  b u d g e t e d  $ 7 0 0 . 0 0 .  
E q u i p m e n t  –  R e p e a t e r s  a n d  N e t w o r k i n g  -  N o r m  V E 3 L C  h a s  a  p r o j e c t
p l a n n e d  t h a t  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  n e t w o r k i n g  o f  o u r  r e p e a t e r s .  $ 4 0 0 . 0 0  i s
b u d g e t e d  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .
W e b  s i t e  h o s t i n g  f e e s ,  d o m a i n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  s o f t w a r e  t o o l s  –  C o s t s
a r e  a n t i c i p a t e d  a t  $ 2 5 0 . 0 0 ,  $ 5 6 . 5 0  a n d  $ 2 2 4 . 8 0  f o r  t h e s e  l i n e  i t e m s .  
E x p e n s e s  a n d  i n c o m e  s u m m a r y  –  E x p e n s e s  t o t a l l e d  $ 1 0 ,  5 8 5 . 0 0  l a s t  y e a r
b u t  o u r  i n c o m e  w a s  o n l y  $ 6 3 4 5 . 0 0 .  N i c o l e  i s  f o r e c a s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c l u b
m a y  a c t u a l l y  b e  $ 6 7 5 . 0 0  “ i n  t h e  g r e e n ”  t h i s  y e a r .

N i c o l e  t h e n  s p o k e  t o  t h e  l a s t  s l i d e  t h a t  o u t l i n e s  t h e  c l u b  a s s e t s ,  l i a b i l i t i e s
a n d  f i s c a l  y e a r  p o s i t i o n .  A s  o f  N o v e m b e r  7 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  c l u b  h a s  $ 2 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
i n  t h e  b a n k .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  f r o m  t h e  m a t u r e d  G I C  l a s t  y e a r ,
w h i c h  w i l l  b e  r e i n v e s t e d  i n  a  n e w  G I C .  T h e  c l u b  b u l k  i t e m  i n v e n t o r y  i s
v a l u e d  a t  $ 1 7 0 7 . 6 5  a n d  t h e  c l u b  h a s  $ 1 2 9 5 . 6 0  i n  e q u i p m e n t .  C o n c e r n i n g
l i a b i l i t i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  m o n e y  o w e d  t o  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h e  n a m e  t a g
p r o g r a m  a n d  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $ 1 1 7 .  T h i s  a m o u n t  s h o u l d  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  $ 4 0 . 0 0  a t
t h e  e n d  o f  F Y 2 3 - 2 4 .  T h e  c l u b  E n d  o f  F Y  P o s i t i o n  s t a n d s  a t  $ 2 6 , 7 6 7 . 9 9 ,  a n d
a s  o f  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  m e m b e r s h i p  s t a n d s  a t  1 2 0 .

N i c o l e  V E 3 G I Q  t h e n  r e m i n d e d  m e m b e r s  o f  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  e m a i l  s y s t e m  S h e
r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  m e m b e r s  n o t  s e n d  e m a i l  t o  h e r  p e r s o n a l  e m a i l  a c c o u n t  o r
s e n d  e m a i l  t o  t h e  e - t r a n s f e r  e m a i l  a d d r e s s  a c c o u n t .  P l e a s e  s e n d  m e s s a g e s
a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  h e r  s l i d e  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  n o n  c l u b  r e l a t e d
i n q u i r i e s  a s  f o l l o w s :
M e m b e r s h i p  I n q u i r i e s :  m e m b e r s h i p @ o v m r c . c a
F i n a n c i a l  i n q u i r i e s :  t r e a s u r e r @ o v m r c . c a
A m a t e u r  R a d i o  n o t  c l u b  r e l a t e d :  v e 3 g i q @ m y r a c . c a

C o n c e r n i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  p a y m e n t s  N i c o l e  m e n t i o n e d  s h e  h a s  r e c e i v e d
f o l l o w  u p  q u e s t i o n s  f r o m  m e m b e r s  w h o  w a n t  t o  k n o w  i f  s h e  h a s  r e c e i v e d
t h e i r  m o n e y  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p  r e n e w a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  p a y  b y  

mailto:membership@ovmrc.ca
mailto:treasurer@ovmrc.ca
mailto:ve3giq@myrac.ca


c h e q u e .  S h e  s a y s  s h e  p l a n s  t o  a u t o m a t e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t o  e n s u r e  p a y m e n t
c o n f i r m a t i o n  i s  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  m e m b e r s .

N o r m  V E 3 L C  t h a n k e d  N i c o l e  f o r  h e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  t h e n  a s k e d  f o r  a
m o t i o n  a n d  v o t e  o n  t h e  b u d g e t ,  a s  p r e s e n t e d .

B u d g e t  a p p r o v a l  m o t i o n  –  m o v e d  b y  F r a n k  V E 3 Y Y  t o  a c c e p t
S e c o n d e d  b y  -  C o l i n  V A 3 C S G
M o t i o n  C a r r i e d .  

N o r m  V E 3 L C  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  c l u b  w a s  t h e  t o w e r
f r o m  t h e  m u s e u m .  I t  w a s  r e c e n t l y  p u r c h a s e d  b y  B o b  V E 3 R R B .  E r n i e  V E 3 E J J
a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  a n t e n n a  t h a t  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  m o u n t e d  o n  t h e
t o w e r .  N o r m  V E 3 L C  s a y s  t h e  a n t e n n a s  a r e  s t o r e d  a n d  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  b e
s o l d  a s  w e l l .

9 )  O V M R C  X M A S  P a r t y ,  D e c e m b e r  2 0 ,  2 0 2 3  -  N o r m  V E 3 L C :

N o r m  V E 3 L C  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 3  O V M R C
C h r i s t m a s  P a r t y  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  I B E W  o n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 ,  2 0 2 3 ,
a n d  b e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  p o t - l u c k  e v e n t .  N o r m  a s k e d  f o r  a  s h o w  o f  h a n d s  a s
t o  h o w  m a n y  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  s u c h  a  v e n u e .  A s  t h e r e  w a s
c e r t a i n l y  s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e r e s t  s h o w n  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p ,  a d d i t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g
w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  f o l l o w .

1 0 )  D o o r  P r i z e  D r a w :

N o r m  V E 3 L C  t h e n  p r o c e e d e d  w i t h  t h i s  e v e n i n g ' s  d o o r  p r i z e  d r a w .  T h e r e
w e r e  t h r e e  i t e m s  t o  g i v e  a w a y  t h i s  e v e n i n g ,  t w o  s e t s  o f  c o a x  j u m p e r  c a b l e s
a n d  a n  M F J  s p e e c h  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  e n h a n c e r .  M a r i o  V E 3 W P Z  a n d  D e n n y
V E 3 O K D  c l a i m e d  t h e  j u m p e r  c a b l e  p r i z e s ,  a n d  J i m  V A 3 K V  w o n  t h e  M F J
s p e e c h  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  d e v i c e .

1 1 )  C u r r e n t  R a m b l e r  U p d a t e / R e v i e w :  A l a n  V A 3 I A H  a n d  N o r m
V E 3 L C : B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h i s  e v e n i n g ' s  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  R a m b l e r  u p d a t e
a n d  r e v i e w  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e .

1 2 )  C h a i r  R e p o r t s :  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h i s  e v e n i n g ,  t h e
m e e t i n g  w a s  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e g u l a r  e x e c u t i v e  c h a i r  r e p o r t s ,  w i t h
t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  N e t s  R e p o r t  b y  H u g o  V E 3 K T N .

1 3 )  N e t  O p e r a t i o n s :  H u g o  K n e v e  V E 3 K T N :

H u g o  V E 3 K T N  p r o v i d e d  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  n e t s  a s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e
O V M R C .  W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  2  m e t e r  n e t  o n  T h u r s d a y  e v e n i n g s ,  o n  a v e r a g e
a b o u t  2 0  p e o p l e  a r e  c h e c k i n g  i n .  O n  t h e  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  8 0  m e t e r  P o t h o l e

V O L  6 6  I S S U E  4  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3                                        P A G E  1 3



V O L  6 6  I S S U E  4  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3                                        P A G E  1 4

Net, where propagation is often an issue, the average is around 9 to10 check-ins each week.
Hugo mentioned we are well into Cycle 25 and this is not helping the 80 meter band at 1000 AM,
but he expects conditions to improve as the winter moves on. Ernie VE3EJJ is the primary net
controller and Hugo has noticed from his location that things are getting better from a noise
perspective. And last Sunday, the band was doing a little better. Frank VE3YY he has noticed less
noise when tuned just a little off the net frequency of 3760 KHz He is wondering of others have
noticed. Hugo says he has noticed that as well and it may be attributable to man-made noise on
the band. 

Hugo VE3KTN then provided an update on the the status of the old VE3JW QSL cards. The cards
have all been scanned and are now on the server. Once Adam VA3IRD makes them available to
the club the VE3JW QSL cards will be available as PDF's for viewing. Hugo noted there were some
special and noteworthy cards in the stack from Clipperton Island and Tonga. Hugo has also
undertaken to scan the old logbooks and mentioned that 1974 and 1975 are now complete. 

Scanning the entire collection will take some time but he is committed to get it done. Nicole
VE3GIQ mentioned she has a few more QSL cards to donate to the collection.

Hugo then elaborated on what basically may be considered as doing a forensic investigation into
what is actually written in the logs. Much of it is very difficult to interpret, and Hugo showed a
slide demonstrating the nature of this problem he mentioned he has been relying on various
sources of information to assist him with this. Hugo hopes these logbooks will be available for
viewing by the general membership soon as well.

Norm VE3LC mentioned they are also hoping to upload logbook data to the ARRL LOTW to see
what might be received for confirmations. Hugo says there may be something like 10-15000
entries overall.

It was suggested that further distributing the sheets to other members might assist or otherwise
speed up the process, but Hugo says he would prefer to continue as he has been doing. He will
raise problem log entries to the attention of the membership for assistance if necessary.

14) Adjournment:

Norm VE3LC then asked for any other chair reports and as there were none, asked for a
call to adjourn the meeting. 

MOTION: Moved by Ron VE3LBG to adjourn the business meeting at 9:21 PM.

Next Meeting: The next monthly meeting/potluck supper event of the OVMRC will be
held on December 20, 2023, at the IBEW facility, 1178 Rainbow Street, Ottawa, ON. The
meeting will also be available on-line via Zoom.n-line meeting, on December 20, 2023.

Minutes recorded and prepared by Secretary, Alan Fricker VE3KAE.
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Kieran Shepherd, VA3KS (Silent Key)
Known to many in the amateur radio community and
loved dearly by his family, Kieran Shepherd died in the
early hours of Friday November 24th.

Kieran was active in amateur radio since his late teens
in 1979 and operated in most Canadian provinces and
all three territories, with his Nunavut WSPR operation
as CF3KS in 2017 being his personal favourite.  

Norm VE3LC’s “POTA-king” moniker for Kieran is
particularly apt given his 560 activations in 263 unique
parks having made 21,721 QSOs, which included many
local operators. 

Check out Kieran’s September 2022 “POTA Portable
Operations” presentation available from the OARC
web-site at  https://oarc.net/2022-09-14-kieran-
va3ks-pota-portable-operations/  

Kieran regularly checked into several local nets
including the Tuesday night Almonte D-Star mini-net
and Upper-Frequency Net. 

Kieran’s death was a particular shock to the local
amateur radio community given the vigour with which
he pursued his many interests and his being on the air
right through his last day, making 120 QSOs in one hour
on the morning of Thursday Nov 23 with his new green
Slidewinder coil from the UK.

Plans are emerging for a “VA3KS Memorial POTA day”
perhaps in the Spring or perhaps sooner, that I’m sure
will be well attended by the local amateur radio
community.

73, Alan VA3IAH

https://oarc.net/2022-09-14-kieran-va3ks-pota-portable-operations/
https://oarc.net/2022-09-14-kieran-va3ks-pota-portable-operations/
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VA3KS, Kieren Shepherd, became a silent key on 24 November 2023. Kieren was a
local Ottawa ham and an avid POTA activator with 560 park activations from 263
unique parks, making over 5000 QSOs, the vast majority of which were made as an
activator (I suspect most, if not all, of his hunter QSOs were from Park-to-Park
contacts made while he was in a park).

As I was unable to attend Kieran’s memorial service on Friday 8 December 2023, I
thought I would activate one of his favourite POTA parks in his memory. On checking
the stats for VE-4882, the Rideau Canal National Historic Site, I saw that Kieren was
top of the activator list with 49 activations and over 2500 QSOs from that park alone,
and so I chose to activate along the Rideau River close to my home QTH in Kemptville.

POTA Activation in memory of VA3KS/SK
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The weather for the activation was hovering around zero degrees and cloudy but
thankfully with only a light breeze next to the river and with snow all around, including
a covering on the frozen river, it was a pretty sight. My setup for the activation was a
Yaesu FT-857 inside my truck, but powered from a separate SLA battery that allowed
me to run 100W without concern for draining the vehicle starting battery. I matched
the radio up to an end fed half wave for the 20m band in a sloper configuration with the
high end attached to the top of a 20 foot telescoping mast supported by a TV antenna
tripod.

I armed myself with a smart phone for spotting, a notebook for paper logging and a few
stats on Kieran’s POTA achievements to tell his story as I made contacts. I was not,
however, prepared for the reactions from one particular contact that I made. AC4HI,
Allan Davis, was my third QSO of the day and a park-to-park contact for me. When I
explained my activation was in memory of VA3KS, he immediately responded by telling
me that he had seen the sad notice of Kieren’s passing and remembered that he had
many QSO with Kieran in his log, including his most recent on US Thanksgiving Day, 23
November 2023, just the day before Kieran passed. I was thankful for the connection
that ham radio had brought through Allan’s memory and through Kieran’s portable
operations.

My activation was successful, making 33 phone contacts as far afield as Spain. I have
completed only 59 POTA activations from 34 parks and made about a thousand POTA
QSOs, so I have some way to reach the achievements of VA3KS, but it was enjoyable to
make the activation in his memory and to connect with another ham that knew him
from his POTA activations.

Rob Haddow, VE3RXH



This is a report on the club’s performance in the June 2023 ARRL Field Day as listed in
the final scores posted in the December 2023 on-line version of QST Magazine. If you
receive the paper version of QST you may have to look in the on-line version for your
score, as not all categories are listed in the paper copy.

This year the OVMRC once again did very well in terms of our participation levels. We
came in at 5th place. We had 13 members enter the contest and list their scores with the
OVMRC. Last year we were in 3rd place with 22 members participating, so we are still
maintaining our status as a leading club. The 3rd place and 4th place clubs this year had
15 and 16 participants respectively. As you can see, the difference in placement can be
very small and everyone’s contribution is significant and important. This year the top two
clubs had 28 and 22 participants. Most clubs had fewer than 10 participants although
2907 stations listed their scores with clubs.

In terms of our aggregate score, we had a total of 16,810 points. This placed us in 20th
position in the Club Aggregate Score category. This is down from our 7th place finish last
year with 17,307 points. Another two thousand points would have moved us back to 7th
place in the scoring again. That’s equivalent to four more stations making about 40
contacts each, including some bonus points for things like emergency power.
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Final Scores OVMRC Field Day 2023 Report

Member scores of note are Marc
VE3BOE with 5,820, Norm VE3LC
with 3,860, and Hugo VE3KTN
with 3,040. Also, Marc VE3BOE
placed 5th overall in the 1E
category. Of the OVMRC club
members participating, two
operated portable QRP using
batteries, six operated home
stations on emergency power, and
five operated home stations on
commercial power.

Again this year we have shown
that we are one of the more
active amateur radio clubs in
North America.

73, Pat Brewer VE3KJQ



Many avid DXers will know that propagation conditions have been rather good of late now that
we are fully into Solar Cycle 25. The increased solar flux is doing its expected work of
intensifying the ionosphere, providing the refracting layers that return skyward HF signals back
to earth and give us the openings for all kinds of DX at 14 MHz. and higher. However, all good
things must come to an end.

A recent publication by the Indian Center of Excellence in Space Sciences has announced a
newly discovered correlation between the Sun's magnetic field variation and sunspot cycle.
Using this new model, which complements the Waldmeier solar max prediction method, the
current estimate of Solar Cycle 25 peaking is early 2024, possibly stretching out to third quarter
2024. These two predictive models are now telling us that the days of easy DX with QRP
equipment are culminating and will be back on the way down by the end of 2024. Bad news for
the easy DX on 17 to 10 metres, but good news for propagation on 160 to 40 metres.
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Update on Solar Cycle 25

While the peak of Cycle 25 will be better than that of Cycle 24, it appears by not so much despite
the promise of peak SFIs well into the 200s given the very steep rise when Cycle 25 took off. Still,
there is hope that the solar flux will remain high for the next 18 months or so which ought to give
those chasing various awards and certificates a chance before things go quiet again.

Good luck to all and 73,

Hugo, VE3KTN.

( I m a g e  c r e d i t :  N O A A  - h t t p s : / / w w w . s w p c . n o a a . g o v / p r o d u c t s / s o l a r - c y c l e - p r o g r e s s i o n )
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Building a 6m “Squalo” antenna 
I have never had a very big interest in the 6m band, but since my return to the hobby in the
summer of 2022, I learned that that is where the good old Pot Lid Net moved to. My 100 foot
long attic doublet does work on the magic band but has multiple lobes at this frequency and is a
little tricky to tune. So I decided to build an antenna dedicated to 50 MHz, with the following
criteria:

It has to be horizontally polarized. The reason for this is merely because all of the other Pot
Lid Net participants use horizontally polarized antennas, so it only makes sense.
It has to be omnidirectional. The reason for this is that the Pot Lid Net participants are all
located in different areas, so I wanted to cast as wide a net as possible. And because I don't
have any rotators, the antenna is going to be fixed, with no possibility to change where it's
pointed towards.
It has to be sturdy and lightweight enough to mount it onto my roof using a satellite dish
antenna "j" style mount. I had recently bought one at a local hamfest and thought I would
put it to good use.

With all of this in mind, I set off into the wild jungle that we call the internet and sent Google
my request. After scrolling through a few results I found something that just might work: the
squalo. The actual design I settled on was from a fellow Dutchman, PA3HCM, who himself took
it from another Dutch amateur. Here is the link to the article:

https://www.pa3hcm.nl/?p=312

The squalo (square halo, for those wondering about the funky name) antenna at its core is
nothing more than a horizontaly mounted dipole folded into a square shape. It can be directly
fed with standard 50 ohm coaxial cable, and is matched using, as far as I understand it, the
"hairpin" method. It looks like both elements are just shorted together, but what this does it
adds inductance across the antenna input. The trick is to get the right inductance to match the
antenna to the feedline. This is done by moving the shorting strap and feedpoint along the
tubing until resonance at the desired frequency is obtained. I won't pretend to understand all of
the intricacies behind this, but if you are interested you can find more information from this
very interesting pdf:

http://ehpes.com/n6mw/HairpinArticleFix.pdf

The construction of the antenna itself was pretty straightforward, although had I previously
done some plumbing I would have maybe had a better time. This was my first time soldering
copper piping together. I'm not sure I would run water through my antenna, but since this isn't
a concern, I think my solder joints will work fine. All parts are electrically connected, which is
the goal. I added a bit of caulking over the solder joints to make sure they were sealed.

https://www.pa3hcm.nl/?p=312
http://ehpes.com/n6mw/HairpinArticleFix.pdf
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T e s t s  w i t h  a  N a n o V N A  ( k i n d l y  l e n t  t o  m e  b y  M i k e  V A 3 T E C )  s h o w  t h a t ,
a f t e r  t w e a k i n g  a n d  p l a y i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h  t h e  t h e  s t r a p  a n d  f e e d p o i n t ,
I  g e t  a  p r e t t y  c l e a r  d i p  i n  S W R  a t  5 0 . 0 8 0  M H z ,  w h i c h  i s  v e r y  c l o s e  t o
t h e  P o t  L i d  N e t  f r e q u e n c y  o f  5 0 . 0 9 0  M H z  ( l e t  m e  t a k e  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  u n a s h a m e d l y  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  j o i n  u s  e v e r y  S u n d a y
e v e n i n g  a t  1 9 h 3 0  l o c a l  t i m e  f o r  s o m e  C W  n e t  f u n ! ) .  I  w i s h  I  c o u l d  s a y
t h a t  c a r e f u l  d e s i g n  a n d  c u t t i n g  o n  m y  p a r t  i s  w h a t  m a d e  t h i s  h a p p e n ,
b u t  t h e  r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  I ' m  s o m e w h a t  l a z y  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  b u i l d i n g
t h i n g s ,  a n d  m y  u s u a l  a p p r o a c h  o f  " g o o d  e n o u g h "  a n d  d u m b  l u c k ,
m o r e  t h a n  p r e c i s e  a s s e m b l y  o f  p a r t s ,  i s  t o  t h a n k .  I  m e a n ,  I  w a s  i n
t h e  b a l l p a r k  a n y w a y s ,  a n d  I  h a v e  a  t u n e r .  S o . . .  A n d  t h i s  f r e q u e n c y
w i l l  l i k e l y  g o  u p  a  l i t t l e  o n c e  t h e  a n t e n n a  i s  u p  h i g h ,  f a r  a w a y  f r o m
t h e  g r o u n d .

A s  I  w r i t e  t h i s ,  I  w i s h  I  c o u l d  t e l l  y o u  h o w  w e l l  t h i s  w o r k e d ,  a n d  h o w
a m a z i n g l y  i t  o u t p e r f o r m s  m y  a t t i c  d o u b l e t  a n d  l e t s  m e  w o r k  r a r e  D X
( i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  H u g o  V E 3 K T N ) .  B u t  t h e  s a d  r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  I  h a v e n ' t
i n s t a l l e d  i t  o n  m y  r o o f  y e t .  Y o u  s e e ,  h e i g h t  a n d  I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  a g r e e ,
s o  I  h a v e  t o  r e l y  o n  m y  r o o f e r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  t o  c o m e  a n d  p u t  i t  u p
f o r  m e .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  h e  s o  n o n c h a l a n t l y  w a l k s  u p  t h a t  l a d d e r ,
v a p e  i n  m o u t h ,  a n t e n n a  i n  h a n d ,  w i t h o u t  a  c a r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I t ' s
r e a l l y  a  s i g h t  t o  b e h o l d .  B u t  w i t h  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  a n d  a  c u r r e n t  b o u t  o f
C o v i d  a t  m y  h o m e ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  y e t  w h e n  h e ' l l  f i n d  a n  h o u r  t o  c o m e
a n d  i n s t a l l  i t .  B u t  h e  p r o m i s e d  h e ' l l  d r o p  b y  s o o n .  W h e n  h e  d o e s  I ' l l
b e  s u r e  t o  g i v e  y o u  a l l  a n  u p d a t e  o n  t h i s  s q u a r e  p i e c e  o f  c o p p e r
t u b i n g .  O r ,  m a y b e  y o u  c a n  c o m e  a n d  h e a r  i t  f o r  y o u r s e l f  o n  t h e  P o t
L i d  N e t !

7 3 ,  A n t e  V A 2 B B W
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Random Wire Antenna Lengths – A University
of Delaware resource worth bookmarking! 

W h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  a  r a n d o m  w i r e  o r  e n d - f e d  a n t e n n a ,  a  s t a n d a r d
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f o r  8 0 M  a n d  a b o v e  f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  a m a t e u r  r a d i o
( s e e  Q S T ,  M a r c h  1 9 3 6 ,  p .  3 2 ,  " A n  U n o r t h o d o x  A n t e n n a " )  i s  t o  u s e  a n  8 4 '
l o n g  e n d  f e d  a n d  a  1 7 '  l o n g  c o u n t e r p o i s e  ( 6 . 5 '  f o r  2 0 m ) .

A  u s e f u l  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  v a r i o u s  b a n d  c o m b i n a t i o n s ,  n o t i n g  t h a t
t h e  f e w e r  b a n d s  s e l e c t e d  t h a t  a r e  a t  l e a s t  1 / 4  w a v e l e n g t h  l o n g ,  t h e  f e w e r
h i g h  i m p e d a n c e  r e g i o n s  t o  a v o i d  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t
h t t p s : / / u d e l . e d u / ~ m m / h a m / r a n d o m W i r e / .

I  h a v e  u s e d  t h i s  r e s o u r c e  w h e n  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  h o w  l o n g  a  w i r e  I  c a n  u s e
a t  m y  c o t t a g e  w i t h  m y  Y a e s u  F C - 4 0  w i r e  a n t e n n a  t u n e r .  T u r n s  o u t  I  h a v e
o n e  m o r e  p i e c e  o f  h a r d - d r a w n  c o p p e r  1 6  g a u g e  a n t e n n a  w i r e  t h a t  i s  1 7 3
f e e t  l o n g  a n d  m a y  w o r k  w e l l  o n  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  b a n d s .

A n y w a y  a  r e s o u r c e  I  h a v e  f o u n d  u s e f u l  t h a t  I  t h i n k  i s  w o r t h  b o o k m a k i n g .
7 3 ,  A l a n  V A 3 I A H

 

“ W h e n  o n  t h e  t r a i l ,  a t  F i e l d  D a y ,  o r  w h e n e v e r  a  g o o d
a n t e n n a  i s  u n a v a i l a b l e ,  a  r a n d o m  w i r e  c a n  s a v e  t h e  d a y ,  b u t
i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i t s  p r o p e r t i e s .  A t  m u l t i p l e s  o f
h a l f  w a v e l e n g t h s  o f  t h e  t r a n s m i t  f r e q u e n c y  t h e  i m p e d a n c e  i s
s o  h i g h  t h a t  t u n e r s  i n  m o s t  r i g s  o f t e n  c a n ' t  m a t c h  i t .  T h e
t r i c k ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  e i t h e r  a  m o r e  c a p a b l e  t u n e r  o r ,  t o  c u t  t h e
w i r e  s o  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a  h a l f - w a v e  m u l t i p l e  o f  a n y  f r e q u e n c y
y o u  w a n t  t o  u s e . ”

“ A  s o - c a l l e d  r a n d o m  w i r e  a n t e n n a  i s  a n  e n d  f e d  a n t e n n a .  A s
t y p i c a l l y  i n s t a l l e d ,  i t  i s  a  c o m p r o m i s e  a n t e n n a  b u t  g r e a t  f o r
p o r t a b l e  u s e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  p a c k  a n d  e a s y  t o  i n s t a l l .
O n e  e n d  g o e s  s t r a i g h t  i n t o  t h e  r i g ,  o f t e n  w i t h  n o  f e e d l i n e ,
a n d  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  i n  t h e  a i r  a t t a c h e d  t o  s o m e t h i n g  a s  h i g h
a s  y o u  c a n  f i n d .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s e  a  c o u n t e r p o i s e .  W h i l e
t h e s e  l e n g t h s  h a v e  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  w o r k  w e l l  o n  m a n y  b a n d s ,
w h i c h  i s  h e l p f u l  i f  y o u ' r e  i n  a  h u r r y  t o  g e t  o n  t h e  a i r ,  r e a d
u p  o n  t h e  t o p i c  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t . ”  

https://udel.edu/~mm/ham/randomWire/
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Wray VE3EO’s new Begali Spark 
T h e  B e g a l i  S p a r k  h a s  a r r i v e d  a n d  i s  n o w  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  A c t u a l l y  i t  t o o k  m e
o v e r  a  y e a r  t o  d e c i d e  b e c a u s e  I  r e a l l y  w a n t e d  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  f i n e  I t a l i a n
m a c h i n e r y .  I  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  a  F e r r a r i ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  t o o  c r a m p e d ,  a n d  t h e n
a  L a m b o r g h i n i  a n d  t h e y  a r e  t o o  c r a m p e d  a l s o ,  a n d  t h e n  a  M a s e r a t i  b u t  I
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I  w o u l d  w a n t  t o  u s e  o n e  i n  O t t a w a  w i n t e r s ,  s o  I  d e c i d e d  u p o n
t h e  B e g a l i  S p a r k .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  g o o d  c h o i c e  a n d  i t  c a n  b e  u s e d  y e a r
r o u n d .  

A f t e r  I  o r d e r e d  i t  a n d  g o t  t h e  f u n d s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  B e g a l i  a n d  B r u n a
B e g a l i  w a s  a  r e a l  p l e a s u r e  t o  w o r k  w i t h .  I  w a s  i n f o r m e d  b y  B r u n a  t h a t  m y
S p a r k  h a d  b e e n  s h i p p e d  v i a  F e d E x  a n d  s h e  g a v e  m e  a  t r a c k i n g  n u m b e r  s o  I
s p e n t  t h e  w e e k  t r a c k i n g  t h e  p a c k a g e .  M y  S p a r k  t r a v e l l e d  t o  C h a r l e s  d e
G a u l l e  a i r p o r t ,  w a i t e d  t h r e e  d a y s ,  t h e n  t o  C o l o g n e ,  t h e n  t o  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,
t h e n  t o  M e m p h i s  t h e n  t o  O t t a w a  a r r i v i n g  2 9  N o v e m b e r .  B e c a u s e  I  w a s  n o t
h e r e  f o r  t h e  d e l i v e r y ,  I  p i c k e d  i t  u p  a t  t h e  F e d E x  o f f i c e  a t  O t t a w a  a i r p o r t .  

I  h a d  n o  i d e a  o f  t h e  s i z e  o f  F e d e x -  a t  t h e  F e d E x  h u b  i n  M e m p h i s  o n
G o o g l e  M a p s  I  c o u n t e d  1 4  F e d E x  f r e i g h t  a i r c r a f t  a n d  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  F e d E x
h a s  o v e r  6 5 0  a i r c r a f t .  
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S o  I  b e g a n  t o  u n p a c k  t h e  B e g a l i  S p a r k .  F i r s t  t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  p l a s t i c
w r a p s -  o n e  b y  B e g a i  a n d  o n e  b y  C a n a d a  C u s t o m s .  C a n a d a  C u s t o m s  h a d
u n p a c k e d  t h e  i t e m  c o m p l e t e l y ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  t h e  1 . 6  K g
p a c k a g e  r e a l l y  w a s  a n  " a m a t e u r  r a d i o  t e l e g r a p h  k e y "  a s  d e c l a r e d ,  a n d  n o t
s o m e  o t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  f i n e  I t a l i a n  e n g i n e e r i n g .  T h e n  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e
s t y r o f o a m  w h i c h  p r o t e c t e d  a n  i n n e r  b o x .  T h i s  b o x  h a d  a l s o  b e e n  o p e n e d ,
p r e s u m a b l y  b y  C a n a d a  C u s t o m s .  ( I  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e y  p u t  e v e r y t h i n g  b a c k  i n
p l a c e  a n d  s e a l e d  t h e  p a c k a g e  w e l l ,  s o  i t  w a s  n o t  a  p r o b l e m  f o r  m e . )  
I n s i d e  t h e  i n n e r  b o x ,  w e r e  a  f e w  i t e m s  i n c l u d i n g  a  c o a s t e r ,  a  s e a s o n ’ s
g r e e t i n g  c a r d ,  a  p e n  e m b o s s e d  w i t h  t h e  B e g a l i  c r e s t  a n d  n a m e  a n d  a  w i r e
c o r d  w i t h  t w o  c o n n e c t o r s  t o  h o o k  u p  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  r i g .  I  h a d  t o  c u t  t h e
c o r d  a n d  s o l d e r  t h e  w i r e  t o  t h e  r i n g  c o n n e c t o r s  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  k e y .  N o
p r o b l e m  -  t h e y  g a v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .

S o  I  g o t  t h e  k e y  o n  t h e  a i r  v i a  m y  7 3 0 0  a n d  m a d e  a n o t h e r  S K C C  c o n t a c t  -
a  S e n a t o r !  T h e  k e y  d o e s  n o t  h e l p  w i t h  m y  M o r s e  c o d e  c o p y i n g  -  b u t  i t  i s  a
p l e a s u r e  t o  s e n d  w i t h  i t .  I  h o p e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  j u s t  t h e  w e i g h t  o f
t h e  k e y  b e c a u s e  m y  G r i m m e r  W i l s o n ,  w h i c h  I  h a v e  h a d  f o r  6 5  y e a r s ,
w e i g h s  o n l y  3 6 9 g .  M a y b e  I  c o u l d  h a v e  u s e d  i t  f o r  a  f e w  m o r e  y e a r s  b y
u s i n g  s o m e  G o o p  t o  h o l d  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  t a b l e  ( a s  d e s c r i b e d  b y  V E 3 L C . )

7 3 ,  W r a y ,  V A 3 E O  
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O V M R C  N e t  A c t i v i t y ,  C h e c k - i n s  f o r  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 3
P r e p a r e d  b y :  H u g o  K n e v e  V E 3 K T N

O V M R C  2  M e t r e  N e t :  V E 3 O C E  1 4 6 . 8 8 0 -  1 3 6 . 5  H z .  t o n e ,  
T h u r s d a y s  8  p . m .  l o c a l .
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O V M R C  P o t h o l e  N e t :  3 7 6 0  k H z .  L S B  S u n d a y
m o r n i n g s  a t  1 0  a . m .  l o c a l .



$ 1 5  D I S C O U N T  T O  O V M R C  M E M B E R S  O N  $ 3 0 0  O R  M O R E

F O R  D M R  R A D I O S ,  H O T S P O T S ,  A N T E N N A S ,  Q R P  H F  R A D I O S  A N D  M O R E

E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :

T h e  R a m b l e r  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  O t t a w a  V a l l e y  M o b i l e
R a d i o  C l u b  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a n d  i s  p u b l i s h e d  1 0  t i m e s  a  y e a r  ( m o n t h l y ,
e x c e p t  f o r  J u l y  a n d  A u g u s t ) .  O p i n i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  R a m b l e r  a r e
t h o s e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  a n d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  O V M R C ,  i t s
o f f i c e r s  o r  i t s  m e m b e r s .  P e r m i s s i o n  i s  g r a n t e d  t o  r e p u b l i s h  t h e
c o n t e n t s  i n  w h o l e  o r  i n  p a r t ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  s o u r c e  i s  a c k n o w l e d g e d .
C o m m e r c i a l  u s e  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  i s  e x p r e s s l y  p r o h i b i t e d .  S u b m i t
a r t i c l e s  a n d  n o t i c e s  t o :  A l a n  a t  e d i t o r @ o v m r c . c a
7 3 ,  A l a n  V A 3 I A H    

V O L  6 6  I S S U E  4  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3                                        P A G E  2 8

G e n e r a l  L i n k s  o f  I n t e r e s t :  

S i g n  u p  n o w  f o r  a  v o l u n t e e r  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  f o r  t h e  C a n a d i a n  S k i
M a r a t h o n  2 0 2 4  - s e e
h t t p s : / / h a m b o n e . c a / i n d e x . p h p / C S M 2 0 2 4 / H o m e P a g e

 

https://dxcanada.ca/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwlumhBhClARIsABO6p-xG3941EMoXDBmG1IfaZWtDzUCkSeKIBzzZmckuh-yI9ZH0HUXv6WAaAjcZEALw_wcB
https://newhamsottawa.ca/index.php/Main/RCJ
https://ardfottawa.ca/
https://newhamsottawa.ca/
http://ovmrc.on.ca/

